
The Ethics of Alternative Commerce:  Fair Trade & Microfinance 
 

 
Rubric 1:  Fair Trade vs. Free Trade Comparison Report 

               

     Teacher Name:      _______________________________________ 
  

     Student Name:     ________________________________________ 
 

  
     CATEGORY Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Knowledge Information is very 

organized with well-
constructed paragraphs and 
subheadings. 

Information is organized with 
well-constructed 
paragraphs. 

Information is organized, but 
paragraphs are not well-
constructed. 

The information appears to 
be disorganized. 

Application All topics are addressed and 
all questions answered with 
at least 2 sentences about 
each. 

All topics are addressed and 
most questions answered 
with at least 2 sentences 
about each. 

All topics are addressed, 
and most questions 
answered with 1 sentence 
about each. 

One or more topics were not 
addressed. 

Inquiry Information clearly relates to 
the main topic. It includes 
several supporting details 
and/or examples. 

Information clearly relates to 
the main topic. It provides 1-
2 supporting details and/or 
examples. 

Information clearly relates to 
the main topic. No details 
and/or examples are given. 

Information has little or 
nothing to do with the main 
topic. 

Communication No grammatical, spelling or 
punctuation errors. 

Almost no grammatical, 
spelling or punctuation 
errors 

A few grammatical spelling, 
or punctuation errors. 

Many grammatical, spelling, 
or punctuation errors. 
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Rubric 2:  Ten Thousand Villages Product Report 

               

     Teacher Name:      _______________________________________ 
  

     Student Name:     ________________________________________ 
 

  
     CATEGORY Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Knowledge Information is very 

organized with well-
constructed paragraphs and 
subheadings. 

Information is organized with 
well-constructed 
paragraphs. 

Information is organized, but 
paragraphs are not well-
constructed. 

The information appears to 
be disorganized. 

Application All topics are addressed and 
all questions answered with 
at least 2 sentences about 
each. 

All topics are addressed and 
most questions answered 
with at least 2 sentences 
about each. 

All topics are addressed, 
and most questions 
answered with 1 sentence 
about each. 

One or more topics were not 
addressed. 

Inquiry Information clearly relates to 
the main topic. It includes 
several supporting details 
and/or examples. 

Information clearly relates to 
the main topic. It provides 1-
2 supporting details and/or 
examples. 

Information clearly relates to 
the main topic. No details 
and/or examples are given. 

Information has little or 
nothing to do with the main 
topic. 

Communication No grammatical, spelling or 
punctuation errors. 

Almost no grammatical, 
spelling or punctuation 
errors 

A few grammatical spelling, 
or punctuation errors. 

Many grammatical, spelling, 
or punctuation errors. 
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Rubric 3:  Opinion Paper  
 

     Teacher Name:     _______________________________________ 
  

     Student Name:     ________________________________________ 
 

  
     CATEGORY Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Knowledge All sentences are well-

constructed with varied 
structure. 

Most sentences are well-
constructed and there is 
some varied sentence 
structure in the essay. 

Most sentences are well 
constructed, but there is no 
variation is structure. 

Most sentences are not well-
constructed or varied. 

Application All of the evidence and 
examples are specific, 
relevant and explanations 
are given that show how 
each piece of evidence 
supports the author's 
position. 

Most of the evidence and 
examples are specific, 
relevant and explanations 
are given that show how 
each piece of evidence 
supports the author's 
position. 

At least one of the pieces of 
evidence and examples is 
relevant and has an 
explanation that shows how 
that piece of evidence 
supports the author's 
position. 

Evidence and examples are 
NOT relevant AND/OR are 
not explained. 

Inquiry Includes 3 pieces of 
evidence (facts, statistics, 
examples, real-life 
experiences) that support 
the position statement. The 
writer anticipates the 
reader's concerns, biases or 
arguments and has provided 
at least 1 counter-argument. 

Includes 3 pieces of 
evidence (facts, statistics, 
examples, real-life 
experiences) that support 
the position statement.    

Includes 2 pieces of 
evidence (facts, statistics, 
examples, real-life 
experiences) that support 
the position statement. 

Includes 1 or fewer pieces of 
evidence (facts, statistics, 
examples, real-life 
experiences). 

Communication Author makes no errors in 
grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the 
content. 

Author makes 1-2 errors in 
grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the 
content. 

Author makes 3-4 errors in 
grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the 
content. 

Author makes more than 4 
errors in grammar or spelling 
that distract the reader from 
the content. 
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Rubric 4:  Debate  
          

     Teacher Name:      _______________________________________ 
  

     Student Name:     ________________________________________ 
 

  
     CATEGORY Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Knowledge Every major point was well 

supported with several 
relevant facts, statistics 
and/or examples. 

Every major point was 
adequately supported with 
relevant facts, statistics 
and/or examples. 

Every major point was 
supported with facts, 
statistics and/or examples, 
but the relevance of some 
was questionable. 

Every point was not 
supported. 

Application All arguments were clearly 
tied to an idea (premise) and 
organized in a tight, logical 
fashion. 

Most arguments were clearly 
tied to an idea (premise) and 
organized in a tight, logical 
fashion. 

All arguments were clearly 
tied to an idea (premise) but 
the organization was 
sometimes not clear or 
logical. 

Arguments were not clearly 
tied to an idea (premise). 

Inquiry All information presented in 
the debate was clear, 
accurate and thorough. 

Most information presented 
in the debate was clear, 
accurate and thorough. 

Most information presented 
in the debate was clear and 
accurate, but was not 
usually thorough. 

Information had several 
inaccuracies OR was usually 
not clear. 

Communication Team consistently used 
gestures, eye contact, tone 
of voice and a level of 
enthusiasm in a way that 
kept the attention of the 
audience. 

Team usually used gestures, 
eye contact, tone of voice 
and a level of enthusiasm in 
a way that kept the attention 
of the audience. 

Team sometimes used 
gestures, eye contact, tone 
of voice and a level of 
enthusiasm in a way that 
kept the attention of the 
audience. 

One or more members of 
the team had a presentation 
style that did not keep the 
attention of the audience. 
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Rubric 5:  Personal Reflection Opinion Paper  

      
Teacher Name:     _______________________________________ 

  
     Student Name:     ________________________________________ 
 

  
     CATEGORY Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Knowledge All sentences are well-

constructed with varied 
structure. 

Most sentences are well-
constructed and there is 
some varied sentence 
structure in the essay. 

Most sentences are well 
constructed, but there is no 
variation is structure. 

Most sentences are not well-
constructed or varied. 

Application All of the evidence and 
examples are specific, 
relevant and explanations 
are given that show how 
each piece of evidence 
supports the author's 
position. 

Most of the evidence and 
examples are specific, 
relevant and explanations 
are given that show how 
each piece of evidence 
supports the author's 
position. 

At least one of the pieces of 
evidence and examples is 
relevant and has an 
explanation that shows how 
that piece of evidence 
supports the author's 
position. 

Evidence and examples are 
NOT relevant AND/OR are 
not explained. 

Inquiry Includes 3 or more pieces of 
evidence (facts, statistics, 
examples, real-life 
experiences) that support 
the position statement. The 
writer anticipates the 
reader's concerns, biases or 
arguments and has provided 
at least 1 counter-argument. 

Includes 2-3 pieces of 
evidence (facts, statistics, 
examples, real-life 
experiences) that support 
the position statement.   The 
writer anticipates the 
reader's concerns, biases or 
arguments and has provided 
at least 1 counter-argument. 

Includes 2 pieces of 
evidence (facts, statistics, 
examples, real-life 
experiences) that support 
the position statement. 

Includes 1 or fewer pieces of 
evidence (facts, statistics, 
examples, real-life 
experiences). 

Communication Author makes no errors in 
grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the 
content. 

Author makes 1-2 errors in 
grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the 
content. 

Author makes 3-4 errors in 
grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the 
content. 

Author makes more than 4 
errors in grammar or spelling 
that distract the reader from 
the content. 

 


