
 

Portia White 
Title: Portia White 

Subtitle: Reading/Writing/Research/Interview 

Duration: 3- 5 classes 

Best Courses Fit: Music, Grade 10 History, Grade 12 History, English 

 

Background Knowledge 

Portia May White was born on June 24, 1911 in Truro, Nova Scotia. A contralto and an 
educator, Portia White was the first Black Canadian concert singer to win international 
acclaim. She is considered one of the best classical singers of the 20th century. She 
passed away on February 13, 1968 in Toronto, Ontario. She was named a “person of 
national historic significance” by the Government of Canada in 1995. 

  



 

 

Source: https://postagestampguide.com/stamps/17187/portia-white-irrepressible-talent-
1999-canada-postage-stamp-the-millennium-collection-extraordinary-entertainers 

 

 

Videos 

Visit the websites and watch the two videos. 

 

Portia White Video by Pines and Maples 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6NXTCXqNp8 

CBC Celebrating Portia White 

https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2202961578 

 

 

https://postagestampguide.com/stamps/17187/portia-white-irrepressible-talent-1999-canada-postage-stamp-the-millennium-collection-extraordinary-entertainers
https://postagestampguide.com/stamps/17187/portia-white-irrepressible-talent-1999-canada-postage-stamp-the-millennium-collection-extraordinary-entertainers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6NXTCXqNp8
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2202961578


 

Document A – A New Star of Song 

Source: The Leader Post, Regina, Saskatchewan, February 21, 1942. 

 



 

Document A 

 

Contextualization 

How does the author generally feel about Portia White? Provide examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why might Portia White not have had the opportunity to “reach the public?” 

 

 

 

 

 

What was different back then? Write three things. 

 

 

 

 

 

Close Reading 

Write five facts you learned about Portia White. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document B – New York Debut 

Source: The New York Age, New York, New York, March 11, 1944.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document B 

 

 

 

Sourcing 

When and where was this article written? 

 

 

 

 

Contextualization 

What does this article reveal about Portia White? 

 

 

 

 

Corroboration 

What are some of the differences between Document B and Document C? 

 

 

 

 

Close Reading 

Based on this article, what did you learn about Portia White’s family? 

 

 

 

 



 

Document C 

Source: Calgary Herald, Calgary, Alberta, July 16, 1948.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contextualization 

What does the article reveal about Portia White’s fame? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Close Reading 

What is the main message of the article? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document D 

 

 

Source: https://www.waymarking.com/gallery/image.aspx?f=1&guid=1a31dcde-5027-4ae4-
a937-258e5fb99038 

  

https://www.waymarking.com/gallery/image.aspx?f=1&guid=1a31dcde-5027-4ae4-a937-258e5fb99038
https://www.waymarking.com/gallery/image.aspx?f=1&guid=1a31dcde-5027-4ae4-a937-258e5fb99038


 

Document D 

 

Sourcing 

Who produced this historic marker? 

 

 

 

 

Contextualization 

Why would the government have honoured Portia White with this plaque? 

 

 

 

 

Why might the term “African Canadian” have been used on the plaque? In articles, other 
terms were used to describe the race of Portia White.  

 

 

 

 

Close Reading 

What should Portia White be remembered for?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assignment - Interviewing Portia White 

 

If you had been able to interview Portia White during her lifetime, what would you have asked 
her? For this assignment, you will put yourself in the shoes of an interviewer who lived during 
the same time as Portia White.  

Directions: Write down at least 10 questions that you would have asked Portia White. Then, 
use available resources to research and find the answers to your questions.  

Suggested questions: 

? family 
? heritage 
? education 
? leadership qualities 
? contributions 
? personal experiences 
? character traits 
? music training 
? career 

 

 

 

Suggested Resources  

(see the two videos from the beginning of the assignment) 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/portia-white-emc 

https://www.dal.ca/about-dal/dalhousie-originals/portia-white.html 

https://vansda.ca/trailblazers/portia-white/ 

 

  

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/portia-white-emc
https://www.dal.ca/about-dal/dalhousie-originals/portia-white.html
https://vansda.ca/trailblazers/portia-white/


 

Portia White Interview 
 

 

 

 

 Question Answer 

1.  
 

 

2.  
 

 

3.  
 

 

4.  
 

 

5.  
 

 

6.  
 

 

7.  
 

 

8.  
 

 

9.  
 

 

10.  
 

 


