




OSSTF/FEESO submission to the Ministry of Education  3 
Building the next phase in Ontario’s education strategy 

 



OSSTF/FEESO submission to the Ministry of Education  4 
Building the next phase in Ontario’s education strategy 

of knowledge and understanding, appreciation of standards of excellence, and thoughtful 

formulation of worthy goals in order to become life-long learners. If the goal of a new education 

system is to foster curiosity and develop critical thinking and decision making skills, the current 

focus on the outcomes of standardized testing needs to change, 

Question 6 

How can we use technology more effectively in teaching and learning? 

OSSTF/FEESO has supported the effective use of technology to support teaching and learning. 

However, education is a human centric activity and cannot be replaced by technology; only 

enhanced by it. According to Dr. James Comer, "No significant learning occurs without a significant 

relationship." 

Human interaction is critical for success in developing all cognitive areas and not just in the delivery 

of facts and knowledge; the path to learning is highly individualized and can only be mapped from 

the real-time interaction between people. Technology cannot possibly provide students with the 

teachable moments that occur in classrooms every day. 

Technology should only be used when there is a particular role for its use and not just for the sake of 

using it. When used, it should be promoted by well-prepared educators with the principles of Digital 

Citizenship as a basis. When building the next phase of Ontario's education, the use of technology 

should be promoted with consideration given to the goal of success and well-being of students. 

Question 7 

In summary, what are the various opportunities for partnership that can enhance the student 

experience, and how can they benefit parents, educators and our partners too? 

OSSTF/FEESO believes that educational change should enhance the principles of universality, 

comprehensiveness, proficiency and accountability. The purpose and goals of this next phase in 

education should include a clear vision of student outcomes for all students. Such change will need 

to involve true collaboration with all partners in the educational system. 

As a partner in delivering education, OSSTF/FEESO members should have meaningful involvement 

in the process that is being considered as it will impact publicly-funded education. The 

implementation of such innovations to Ontario's education system should be undertaken only after 

proper pilot testing occurs in a controlled environment and with members involved officially, as 

equal partners, in the implementation and evaluation teams. 

As for other stakeholders including parents and community, the student experience is enhanced 

when the education system reinforces the importance of citizenship, co-operation and resilience. The 

role of parents and community supporting the success of every student will be accomplished when 

the individual talent and dedication are combined to support the competencies and qualities that 
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employers will look for. More importantly, these learners will be the healthy, well-rounded and 

resilient citizens Ontario truly needs. 

OSSTF/FEESO believes the discussion about the next phase is timely and will address the many 

questions that exist around improving Ontario's education system. We ask that the suggestions in 

our submission be given due consideration. 
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