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Addressing Challenging Content — Considerations

Educators should be aware of where the challenging content arises (in a text, video) in
what they are presenting to students. The goal is to be able to contextualize the complex
content/language in terms of the overall purpose it serves to the issues being dealt with, all
while recognizing the impact it may have on students.

Think about the lived experiences and perspectives of the students in your classroom and
what impact it may have on them to read materials that contain racial/ethnic’/homophobic
and discriminatory slurs. If unaware of their lived experiences, contextualizing (as above)
gives students a bit of a ‘heads up.’

Consider what an inclusive curriculum looks like and how best to amplify the voices of
authors who reflect the lived experiences they write about. Consider, for example, the
following question: do books like To Kill a Mockingbird, Heart of Darkness, Oryx and Crake
or Othello promote that inclusive curriculum?

Prioritize the students in the classroom and modify practice and text choices to respond to
the specific needs and perspectives of those students. Regardless of the content,
classrooms aim to be safer and accountable spaces for students.

Discuss challenging content ahead of the presenting/teaching so that students are aware
and can use the (hopefully) co-created norms within the classroom should they feel
vulnerable.

Reading an excerpt or short mentor text beforehand can help mitigate inappropriate or
volatile comments; mentor texts that depict difficult conversations can be a useful teaching
tool to help shape similar discussion within the classroom space. Educators can have the
class record their reactions to a mentor text in writing and submit them to be presented
back to begin discussions.
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