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Common Threads VII – Foundations 
Human Movement 
Displaced Persons: History tells us that moving from one place (city/province/country/continent) to 
another in search of “better” is part of human nature. There are myriad reasons that people make 
a choice to relocate. There are also numerous reasons that people are forced away from their 
homeland. By choosing the term ‘displaced persons’ (as opposed to refugee, for example), the 
team was able to explore political, environmental, legal, economic and social causes as well as 
ongoing and future impacts on individuals, communities, countries and humanity as a whole. 
Themes  
In order to organizes an immense, global concern into materials that could be delivered to Ontario 
students, prior to travelling the writing team developed three themes with related concerns. 

• In Search of Safety: factors in choice/decision of relocation 
• Creating Safe Harbour: structures that welcome/don’t 

Evolving Communities: changes when people leave/changes when people arrive & stay 
Theme Considerations 
In search of Safety -factors in leaving 

-decisions in relocation 
Creating Safe 
Harbour 

-structures that welcome 
-structures that prohibit 

Evolving 
Communities 

-changes when humans leave 
-changes when humans arrive / if they stay 

Considerations given to all planning, discussions and, in particular, interviews:  

 
 

 
 


