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This content includes real traumas and triumphs
of lived experiences of the communities studied;
it is recommended that educators know the
learners and the preparation they require
prior to accessing the material.

Teacher: Date: Period: Location:
Course and section: Unit:

Law

History

World Issues

Lesson Title:

Asylum Policies

Number of periods:

2+

Curriculum Overall Expectations

Learning Goals

Prior Knowledge

Vocabulary & Specific
Terminology
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Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative

Time Lesson Sequence

Getting Started

Session 1:

Ask students the following prompts:

1) In which continent is the United Kingdom located?
2) What is the European Union (EU)?

3) Is the United Kingdom part of the EU?

4) What is Brexit?

Following the prompts, read the following Overview on the
asylum system in the United Kingdom:

Brexit is the name given to the United Kingdom's withdrawal
from the European Union. It is a combination of Britain and exit.

As of January 1, 2020, the United Kingdom (UK) The UK left the EU
on 31 January 2020. Up to and including 31 December 2020 a
transition period was in place. During that time nothing changed and
the UK continued to adhere with all EU laws and rules. Since the end
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of the Brexit transition period, on 31 December 2020, the United
Kingdom (UK) is no longer legally obligated to adhere to the
components of the European migration and asylum system.
Consequently, there is no longer a jointly agreed set of criteria to
determine who is responsible for asylum seekers. Furthermore, there
is no binding framework to identify and transfer asylum seekers and
refugees to the responsible processing country, whether it be an EU
member state or the UK.

This lesson plan will examine the UK’s pre-Brexit asylum system and
what was (or was not) agreed in the Trade and Cooperation
Agreement. It then looks at what the UK government has proposed
as its post-Brexit asylum policy plan and whether this policy can be
effective without EU support. The link to the article is below.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RzGS74FsGG0)

Working on it

After reading the overview with the students, go over the important
key terminology. (attached at end Document A) This will help
students with the content in the article.

Once the teacher has gone over the important key words, have
students click on the link.

Students can work in pairs or groups and fill out the charts and
answer the questions. (Document B1 and B2 at end of lesson)

Session 2:

Go over the Key Terminology, then have students fill out the chart
regarding the revision of the US-Canada Safe Country Agreement.
(https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/us-canada-safe-third-country-
agreement) (attached at end Document C)
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Consolidate & Reflect on it

As an evaluation, you may students watch the 2 videos and write a
letter of petition to Amnesty International arguing in favour of or
opposition to the revision. Students may use the following guiding
questions to help them write a letter of petition. Students may even
take into consideration the information stated in the article on
Roxham Road to help them present an argument.

e What are some of the hard conditions that asylum seekers
face when trying to get to Roxham Road?

e What are some of the conflicts occurring in their countries that
forced them to flee?
What human rights are being violated in their own country?
Whose responsibility is it to take care of them? Why?
What are some of the challenges of rising irregular migrants
on the economy and provincial private and public services?

“Roxham Road is now closed to migrants hoping to enter
Canada”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBRIAKAGf9g

“CNN follows migrants illegally entering Canada from New York
road”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RzGS74FsGG0

Universal Design
Modifications (For all)

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources

Educator’s Lesson Reflections

Creating Safe Harbour
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Modifications for other courses
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Document A
Key Terminology

Brexit: As of January 1, 2021, the United Kingdom was no longer part of the EU (European
Union), Thus the United Kingdom withdrew from the Dublin System. Instead, a new points-
based program and the enforcement of UK external borders aimed to limit migration and
especially stop the entry of refugees and asylum seekers over the English Channel.
(http://www.forintegration.eu/pl/migration-after-brexit-how-will-the-future-british-migration-
policy-affect-asylum-seekers-refugees-and-migrants)

Common European Asylum System: CEAS is EU law that seeks to balance the way in
which claims and claimants for international protection (whether refugee status or subsidiary
protection) are regulated. CEAS not only provides guidance on who is entitled to forms of
international protection, it also puts in place minimum standards for how asylum seekers are
to be treated and the proper procedure to be applied when making that determination. The
core components of the CEAS are;

» The Qualification Directive — which tells us who is a refugee, a person eligible for subsidiary
protection and what their rights are once that determination has been made;

» The Reception Directive — which puts in place minimum standards for the basic rights and
entitlements of asylum seekers as they wait for their status to be determined; The standards
aimto:

e ensure that applicants have access to housing, food, clothing, health care, education
for minors and access to employment (within a maximum period of 9 months)

e provide particular attention to vulnerable persons, especially unaccompanied minors
and victims of torture. EU countries must conduct an individual assessment to identify
the needs of vulnerable persons and to ensure that vulnerable asylum seekers can
access medical and psychological support.

e include rules regarding detention of asylum seekers and consider alternatives of
detention by respecting of the fundamental rights of asylum seekers.
(https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/common-european-
asylum-system/reception-conditions _en)

*The Procedures Directive — the rules and standards applicable to the process of seeking
international protection including the right to be assisted by a lawyer;

» The Dublin System — which regulates which EU Member State is responsible for an asylum
seeker or refugee.
(https://www.biicl.org/documents/1531 faq -

brexit and uk refugee law and policy.pdf?showdocument=1)
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EU Dublin System: Every single asylum application within EU territory needs to be examined
- each Member State must be able to determine if it is responsible for handling an asylum
claim.

The objective is to ensure quick access to the asylum procedures and the examination of an
application on the merits by a single, clearly determined EU country. The criteria for
establishing responsibility are, in hierarchical order:

e family considerations: presence of family members in that Member State Under the
Dublin System, the UK asks other countries to take back people for whom they are
responsible under the regulation whilst the UK is asked to take in people it is
responsible for (because for instance they have family members in the UK)

e recent possession of visa or residence permit in a Member State and

e whether the applicant has entered EU irregularly, or regularly: Under the Dublin
System, the UK asks other countries to take back people for whom they are
responsible under the regulation whilst the UK is asked to take in people it is
responsible for (because for instance they have family members in the UK)

(https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/common-european-
asylum-system/country-responsible-asylum-application-dublin-regulation _en)

The core principle of the Dublin system is that responsibility for processing an asylum
application lies with the member state most involved in the individual’s entry to the EU. This is
usually the member state of first entry as the most frequently applied criteria is irregular
entry: this criterion requires that the member state where an asylum seeker first entered the
EU holds responsibility for processing their claim.
(https://lukandeu.ac.uk/explainers/asylum-policy-after-brexit/)

EURODAC: is the EU's asylum fingerprint database.

® |t contains the fingerprints of all asylum applicants from each Member State
and prints from persons apprehended in an irregular border crossing.

Its primary role is to assist in determining the Member State responsible for examining
an asylum application made in the EU and thereby implementing the "Dublin
Regulation."

(https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/markets/digital-identity-and-
security/government/customer-cases/eurodac)

Schengen Area: is an agreement between 27 EU member states and the four countries of
the European Free Trade Association to remove regular checks on the movement of people
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between them. It permits free movement between these countries. The agreement sets
common rules on the management of internal borders between members and external
borders. Temporary closures of borders are permitted in the event of emergencies, such as
the coronavirus outbreak. Neither Ireland, The United Kingdom, nor Cyprus is part of the
Schengen area.

(https://lukandeu.ac.uk/the-facts/what-is-the-schengen-area/)

Shared Competence: means that both the EU and its Member States may adopt legally
binding acts in the area concerned. However, the Member States can do so only where the
EU has not exercised its competence or has explicitly ceased to do so.
(https://citizens-initiative.europa.eu/fag-eu-competences-and-commission-
powers_en#:~:text="Shared%20competence'%20means%20that%20both,explicitly%20cease
d%20t0%20d0%20s0.)

subsidiary protection: the protection given to a third-country national or a stateless person
who does not qualify as a refugee but in respect of whom substantial grounds have been
shown for believing that the person concerned, if returned to their country of origin, or in the
case of a stateless person to their country of former habitual residence, would face a real risk
of suffering serious harm.
(https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-
asylum-and-migration-glossary/glossary/subsidiary-protection en)

The Trade and Co-operation Agreement (TCA): agreement reached between the UK and
the EU establishes arrangements for future co-operation across a range of areas including
trade, aviation, road haulage, fisheries, police and security, health insurance and continued
UK participation in some EU programmes.
(https://lukandeu.ac.uk/explainers/what-does-the-brexit-deal-mean/)

Expedited removal: is a procedure that allows U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
officials to rapidly deport noncitizens who are undocumented or who have committed
misrepresentation or fraud. Under expedited removal processes, certain noncitizens are
deported in as little as a single day without an immigration court hearing or other appearance
before a judge.
(https://immigrationforum.org/article/expanded-expedited-removal-what-it-means-and-what-to-
do/)

Temporary Protected Status: a program that allows migrants whose home countries are
considered unsafe the right to live and work in the United States for a temporary, but
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extendable, period of time.
(https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-temporary-protected-
status#:~:text=path%20t0%20citizenship.-
JIntroduction,but%20extendable%2C%20period%200f%20time.)
Document B1
Click the link below and fill in the chart.
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/explainers/asylum-policy-after-brexit/
ASYLUM Dublin Schengen EURODAC 1951 Dublin
SYSTEM System and | Area Rules and Convention | System and
Implications | and Implications | and 1967 UK
Implications Protocol and | Immigration
Implications | Rules on
family

reunification

Before Brexit

After Brexit
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Document B2
UK government’s proposed asylum policy plan after Brexit
“New Plan for Immigration”: “Nationality and Borders Bill”

Clauses Provisions

Clause 10

Clause 10(5)

Clause 11

Clause 12

Clause 13

Clause 14

Clause 26

Clause 37

Clause 41

Clause 59
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What agreement did the UK and France make on July 207?

Why is it predicted by civil servants that the UK will see an increased number of asylum seekers
who are undocumented and an increased delay in the asylum system? Provide TWO specific
examples.

Document C. Click on the link below and fill in the chart.
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/us-canada-safe-third-country-agreement

ASYLUM POLICY Expedited Removal | Exceptions Granted | Ports of
Process Entry/Border
controls

U.S.-Canada Safe
Third Country
Agreement
December 2004

U.S.-Canada Safe
Third Country
Agreement
December March
2023

1.Why did Canada and the United States decide to expand the “Safe Third Country Agreement
(STCA)? Provide TWO reasons.
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2. Explain why the STCA has been controversial in Canada and the United States? Provide TWO
examples.

3. What would the STCA revision more likely cause migrants to do?

4. According to critics, Mexico should not be considered a safe third country. Provide TWO
reasons.

5. Prior to the pandemic, the US had a safe third country agreement with El Salvador, Honduras
and Guatemala. Canada did not have agreement with any country. In February 2021, the Biden
administration ended the 3 agreements. In your opinion, do you think the United and Canada’s
asylum system is at a disadvantage compared to the European Union’s Dublin asylum system?
Explain your answer.

Further March 2024 update: https://www.irishtimes.com/crime-law/courts/2024/03/22/irelands-
declaration-of-uk-as-safe-third-country-unlawful-rules-high-court/
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	“Roxham Road is now closed to migrants hoping to enter Canada”
	“CNN follows migrants illegally entering Canada from New York road”
	subsidiary protection: the protection given to a third-country national or a stateless person who does not qualify as a refugee but in respect of whom substantial grounds have been shown for believing that the person concerned, if returned to their country of origin, or in the case of a stateless person to their country of former habitual residence, would face a real risk of suffering serious harm.

