
 

 
 

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section:  

Gr 10 Civics 
English, any grade 
Senior Social Sciences 

Unit: 

Lesson Title:  
City of Sanctuary - Nottingham 

Number of periods: 
 
1 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

• Understand the Concept of Sanctuary 
• Define what it means for a city to be a sanctuary and explore the reasons why some 

cities adopt this status. 
 

• Engage in Critical Discussion 
• Discuss the concept of sanctuary cities using provided guiding questions to deepen 

understanding and encourage critical thinking. 
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• Empower Student Action 
• Identify ways students can actively contribute to or act on issues related to sanctuary 

cities. 

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 

 

  

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-Product 
F-formative S-summative 

·   

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Minds-On 
 
As a class, read through the article, City of Sanctuary – a UK 
initiative for hospitality, linked at the end of this lesson template. 
 
Excerpt from City of Sanctuary – a UK initiative for hospitality: 
“It is often argued that in the UK the dispersal of asylum seekers has 

https://www.fmreview.org/darling-barnet-eldridge/#:%7E:text=The%20City%20of%20Sanctuary%20movement%20originated%20in%20Sheffield%20in%20the,resolution%20stating%20that%20they%20%E2%80%9Cwelcome
https://www.fmreview.org/darling-barnet-eldridge/#:%7E:text=The%20City%20of%20Sanctuary%20movement%20originated%20in%20Sheffield%20in%20the,resolution%20stating%20that%20they%20%E2%80%9Cwelcome
https://www.fmreview.org/darling-barnet-eldridge/#:%7E:text=The%20City%20of%20Sanctuary%20movement%20originated%20in%20Sheffield%20in%20the,resolution%20stating%20that%20they%20%E2%80%9Cwelcome
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led to increased social tensions and threats to ‘community cohesion’. 
This article challenges this view by showing how a local social 
movement is encouraging cities to be proud of their status as 
potential sanctuaries. 
 
The City of Sanctuary movement originated in Sheffield in the north of 
England in 2005 and began with a group of people organizing a 
series of local community meetings to garner support for the idea, 
with local businesses, organizations and community groups being 
asked to support a resolution stating that they “welcome asylum 
seekers and refugees”. 
 

 

 
 

Exploration and Action 
•  Explain that the city of Nottingham, England has become a 

city of sanctuary.  
 

• Students will explore how Nottingham has become a city of 
sanctuary through the following websites: 

o https://nottingham.ac.uk/SchoolsLiason/Services/Supp
orting-sanctuary-seekers.aspx 

o https://www.migranthelpuk.org/what-we-
do?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3-D-
vuKygwMVXBitBh06NgyIEAMYASAAEgL3PPD_BwE 

o http://nottinghamcity.gov.uk/asylum 
o https://cityofsanctuary.org 
o https://nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org 

 
 

https://nottingham.ac.uk/SchoolsLiason/Services/Supporting-sanctuary-seekers.aspx
https://nottingham.ac.uk/SchoolsLiason/Services/Supporting-sanctuary-seekers.aspx
https://www.migranthelpuk.org/what-we-do?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3-D-vuKygwMVXBitBh06NgyIEAMYASAAEgL3PPD_BwE
https://www.migranthelpuk.org/what-we-do?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3-D-vuKygwMVXBitBh06NgyIEAMYASAAEgL3PPD_BwE
https://www.migranthelpuk.org/what-we-do?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3-D-vuKygwMVXBitBh06NgyIEAMYASAAEgL3PPD_BwE
http://nottinghamcity.gov.uk/asylum
https://cityofsanctuary.org/
https://nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org/
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Consolidation and Reflection 
 

• As a class, or in pairs, respond to the following questions 
o Create (as a class or in partners) – a definition of the 

word ‘sanctuary’. 

o What were some of the motivating factors behind 
Nottingham becoming a city of sanctuary? 

o From which countries are refugees arriving? 

o How does a city become designated a city of 
sanctuary? 

o What are some other questions you have – include 
them here. 

o Do you think your city could/should/would become a 
city of sanctuary? Explain why. 

Extension: 

Consider how your city could become a city of sanctuary and who 
must be lobbied to make it a reality? Write to your city counsellors 
– explain why you’d like your city to be a city of sanctuary (letter 
template provided below). 
 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 
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Modifications for other courses 
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City of Sanctuary – a UK initiative for hospitality 
 
Since the decision in 1999 to disperse asylum seekers to a number of towns and cities across the 
UK, it has been argued that British cities have offered an indifferent and often hostile response to 
those in need of refuge. Yet this overlooks a range of daily acts of welcome offered across these 
dispersal sites. Highlighting and celebrating such positive examples of welcome is the aim of the 
City of Sanctuary movement. This movement not only offers a chance for individuals and groups to 
challenge the way the asylum debate is framed in the UK but is also concerned with creating a 
culture in which the virtues of welcome and hospitality are valued and through which asylum 
seekers and refugees are free to make a full contribution to their cities and to engage with local 
communities. 
 
The City of Sanctuary movement originated in Sheffield in the north of England in 2005 and began 
with a group of people organising a series of local community meetings to garner support for the 
idea, with local businesses, organisations and community groups being asked to support a 
resolution stating that they “welcome asylum seekers and refugees”.   
 
In 2007 Sheffield became the UK’s first official City of Sanctuary when the City Council agreed to 
support the movement. A manifesto was drawn up, outlining key areas of concern for asylum 
seekers and refugees in the city, and was adopted by the Council in February 2009. In November 
2009 Sheffield celebrated the signing of its 100th supporting organisation. 
 
Since 2007, the movement has grown into a network of fifteen towns and cities currently working 
towards City of Sanctuary status.[1] The precise dynamics of the initiative and the activities 
undertaken are different in each locality due to the grassroots nature of this work but there are a 
number of key characteristics that distinguish the movement. 
 
Characteristics 
 
Firstly, the movement emphasises the contributions asylum seekers and refugees have made to 
British cities, along with the role British citizens can play in welcoming these new arrivals. For 
example, the Sheffield group has invited people to suggest practical ways for welcoming 
refugees,[2] whilst the ‘Building Sanctuary in Swansea’ exhibition showed writing and images to 
highlight how refugees and asylum seekers have contributed to the city. 
 
Secondly, it creates opportunities for local communities to meet and form relationships with those 
seeking sanctuary by staging a range of events to enable asylum seekers and refugees to 
communicate their experiences to different audiences. These include a ‘Stories of Sanctuary’ 
event in Bradford and a blogging workshop and training with local radio stations in Sheffield. 
Alongside this, the movement establishes events where local communities and asylum seekers 
and refugees can interact on an informal basis, such as a traditional British dance and a music 
concert in Sheffield. 
 
Thirdly, it aims to offer a positive vision of hospitality within local communities, and in doing so 
hopes to build cities which are proud to be welcoming.[3] 
 
The movement has published a handbook with advice on how to establish a City of Sanctuary 
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group and why now, more than ever, is the time to challenge the popular denigration of 
sanctuary.[4] 
 
Challenges 
 
There are a number of challenges to be faced in establishing a City of Sanctuary. Firstly, it is 
important to note that such a model will not work in all cities. Such an initiative must be embedded 
in the local community, rooted in local concerns and local commitments. In Bolton and Leeds, both 
major dispersal cities, citizens decided this was not a route they wanted to follow, for political and 
cultural reasons particular to each city. 
 
Secondly, there is an intangibility to the demands of the movement which can at times be 
challenging to communicate and translate into practical actions. Being for a culture of hospitality 
demands careful thought as to how such a culture might be promoted, developed and sustained. 
In Sheffield this process was achieved partly through the manifesto put to the council after 
consultation with a variety of refugee groups and charities. Yet it also came about through creative 
means of getting Sheffield’s citizens to think again about asylum – through printed drinks mats 
distributed in cafes and pubs which question myths about refugees, and through signs which 
businesses display to demonstrate their support. 
 
Linked to this concern is a final challenge for the movement, that of its idealistic nature as defining 
a vision of a better future for dispersal towns and cities. A City of Sanctuary is identified as a place 
that is not only more welcoming to newcomers but also one which benefits from their contributions 
to create a more vibrant place, which is more inclusive of all its residents. This has led to criticism 
that the City of Sanctuary movement is unrealistic in its vision. In response, we would argue that a 
City of Sanctuary is not an end point to be reached but rather it is the process of promoting 
hospitality which is important. It is this process that enables local communities to make small acts 
of welcome and which may engender a shift in broader discussions of asylum at a national level. 
For example, in Sheffield the City Council’s Sustainable Communities Panel has publicly 
recommended a change in central government policy over asylum seekers’ right to work in the UK. 
 
Reclaiming hospitality 
 
Cities can never offer sanctuary in its fullest sense until there is a shift in government policy away 
from placing many individuals, including children, in detention, deporting others back to repressive 
regimes, and consigning some to destitution on Britain’s streets. The City of Sanctuary movement 
presents one opportunity to change the attitudes which engender such national policies, through 
encouraging cities to stand up for the rights of asylum seekers in their own policies and through 
allowing an alternative account of asylum to emerge from local acts of welcome. This is an 
account which values a tradition of hospitality not as a commodity to be traded by governments but 
as a virtue to be celebrated. 
 
“It’s brilliant work. It’s bringing together locals and foreigners and saying look, we’re human beings 
and we can live together, we have a lot to share and we can work together to make our city a 
better place for all of us.” (Georgian refugee, Sheffield)  
 
 --- 
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Jonathan Darling (jonathan.darling@manchester.ac.uk) is a lecturer in geography at the University 
of Manchester, Craig Barnett (craig@cityofsanctuary.org) is the national co-ordinator of the City of 
Sanctuary movement, and Sarah Eldridge (sarah@cityofsanctuary.org) is Development Officer for 
City of Sanctuary in Sheffield.   
 
 
[1] As of November 2009 there are City of Sanctuary groups established in Bradford, Bristol, 
Chester, Coventry, Derby, Huddersfield, Hull, Ipswich, Leicester, London, Nottingham, Oxford, 
Sheffield, Swansea and Wakefield. 
 
[2] The City of Sanctuary ‘inspirations’ page highlights these offers of help. See 
http://www.cityofsanctuary.com/inspiration . 
 
[3] See City of Sanctuary film at http://www.cityofsanctuary.org/film 
 
[4] Barnett, C and Bhogal, I (2009) Becoming a City of Sanctuary: a practical handbook with 
inspiring examples, Ripon, Plug and Tap. 
 
 
 http://www.cityofsanctuary.org/book  

http://www.cityofsanctuary.org/book
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City of Sanctuary – a UK initiative for hospitality 
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Letter Template to a City Councilor 
Use this template to write a professional and effective letter to your city councilor. Fill in the blanks 
with your specific information. 

[Your Name] 
[Your Address] 
[City, Province/State, Postal Code] 
[Your Email Address] 
[Your Phone Number] 
[Date] 

[Councilor’s Name] 
City Councilor for [Ward/District Name or Number] 
[City Council Address] 
[City, Province/State, Postal Code] 

Subject: [Brief and Clear Subject Line] 
Dear [Name], 
I hope this message finds you well. My name is [Your Name], and I am a resident of [Your 
Neighborhood/Ward/District]. I am writing to you today to express my desire for [specific issue, 
e.g., 'the lack of pedestrian safety measures on Main Street'] and to request your assistance in 
addressing this matter. 

Background and Context 
[Provide a brief explanation of the issue. Include specific details, such as dates, locations, 
statistics, or personal experiences, to highlight the importance of the matter.] 

Proposed Solution 
[Suggest a solution or action you believe the councilor can help with] 

Why It Matters 
[Explain why this issue is important to you and your community] 

Request for Action 
I kindly request that you: 
1. [Specific action, e.g., 'Advocate for funding to install safety measures on Main Street.'] 
2. [Specific action, e.g., 'Support this issue during the next City Council meeting.'] 
 
I would greatly appreciate an opportunity to discuss this matter further. Please let me know a 
convenient time for a meeting or phone call. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your continued service to our community. I look 
forward to your response. 
 
Sincerely, 
[Your Full Name] 
[Your Position/Role in the Community, if applicable] 
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