
 
 

 

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section: 
Grades 9-12: Art, 
English, Media, History  

Unit: 

Lesson Title:  
Exploring the Narrative of Immigration Museums 

Number of periods:  
                    2-3 

 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

• To explore the narrative being told at immigration museums 
• To examine who is making the decisions about what is being displayed and the stories 

being told 
• To determine which stories are missing and why 

 

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 

 



 
 

 

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

 
Students will need to understand the difference between Cultural 
Appreciation and Cultural Appropriation. 

 

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative 

·   

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Step One: Background Information  
 
Instructions: 

1. Watch the 1:22-minute clip from ‘Black Panther”  to activate 
students’ prior knowledge. 
 

Questions: 
1. How have many of the artifacts found in museums been 

acquired? 
2. What types of artifacts are most commonly displayed in 

museums? 
3. Who typically serves as the expert or curator in these 

settings? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyY_tjhFNBg
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More detailed 
questions are in 
resources below 

Step Two:  
 Have students read the article below:   

    
          In the Heart of Africa, Royal Ontario Museum Apology 
 
 Resources in this package include more in-depth 

Engagement Question connected to the article, and 
Curriculum Based Questions.  

 
 

1. Ask the students what surprised them after watching the 
video (new learning, the way the exhibit was created, the 
length of time for an apology, have they seen change at the 
ROM)? 

 
2. What is highlighted in the museums is often what has been 

highlighted in the textbooks. The missing narrative is often the 
experiences of the marginalized individuals who have been 
oppressed by the systems they are trying to live in. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Step Three: Consolidation of Learning 
 
 Use the Resource Guide (below), with questions, to help 

students complete the analysis and assess the following 
sources. Your Analysis 

 
Museums working with refugees and migrants - MuseumNext 
 
A Seat at the Table — MOV | Museum of Vancouver 
 
Mobilizing communities and sharing stories: the role of the 
immigration museum in one of the most culturally diverse cities in the 
world 
 
https://www.docketwise.com/blog/twelve-immigration-related-
museums-and-historical-sites-to-visit-in-the-us 
 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

https://www.tvo.org/article/how-this-1989-rom-exhibit-on-africa-became-a-cautionary-tale-for-museums
https://www.museumnext.com/article/the-social-impact-of-museums-working-with-refugees-and-migrants/
https://museumofvancouver.ca/a-seat-at-the-table
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000151036
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000151036
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000151036
https://www.docketwise.com/blog/twelve-immigration-related-museums-and-historical-sites-to-visit-in-the-us
https://www.docketwise.com/blog/twelve-immigration-related-museums-and-historical-sites-to-visit-in-the-us
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Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

Modifications for other courses 
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Engagement Questions 
 

1. Surprises and Reflections: After reading about the Into the Heart of Africa exhibit in the 
article, what surprised you most? Consider aspects such as the intentions behind the 
exhibit, the way it was presented, the backlash it faced, the lengthy timeline for the ROM’s 
apology, or any observed changes in how the ROM or similar institutions now approach 
cultural exhibits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Representation and Missing Narratives 
 

1. Narrative Focus: The article highlights how the exhibit relied on a colonial narrative while 
sidelining African voices. This mirrors a broader trend in museums and textbooks, where 
the perspectives of marginalized groups are often excluded. Why do you think these 
omissions persist, and what can institutions like the ROM do to ensure marginalized 
narratives are included and valued? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Systems of Oppression: The article discusses how museums often replicate the biases of 
the societies that created them. How does this case reflect systemic oppression, and why 
is it important for museums to actively challenge these legacies when curating exhibits? 
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These questions align with the Grade 9-12 Ontario curriculum by encouraging students to engage 
with themes of art, history, cultural representation, and media literacy, all while analyzing the 
issues raised by the Into the Heart of Africa exhibit and its cultural implications. 
 
 
Art (Visual Arts, Creative Process, Historical Context) 

1. Artistic Representation and Cultural Sensitivity: 
How did the Into the Heart of Africa exhibit reflect a Western artistic interpretation of African 
culture? In what ways could the museum have better respected the cultural significance of 
the artifacts while still creating an engaging exhibit? 

2. Art and Ethics: 
Discuss the ethical considerations when displaying culturally significant artifacts in 
museums. How do curators balance the preservation of culture with the need to educate 
the public? Reflect on how these considerations were (or were not) applied in this exhibit. 

 
History (Historical Inquiry, Understanding Diverse Perspectives) 

3. Colonial Legacies: 
How did the Into the Heart of Africa exhibit reflect colonial attitudes toward African culture 
and history? In what ways did these attitudes contribute to the public's perception of the 
exhibit? 

4. Impact of Museums on Historical Memory: 
What role do museums play in shaping our understanding of history? How could the 
criticisms of the Into the Heart of Africa exhibit challenge the way museums present 
historical narratives, particularly around colonialism? 

5. Inclusive Historical Narratives: 
What are the consequences of excluding marginalized voices in the telling of history? How 
can museums address this issue, and what role do community consultations play in 
shaping more inclusive exhibits? 

 
English (Reading, Writing, Oral Communication) 

6. Tone and Perspective: 
Identify the tone of the article. How does the author's choice of language influence your 
understanding of the controversy surrounding the Into the Heart of Africa exhibit? 

7. Analyzing Argument: 
How does the article use evidence to support the argument that the ROM exhibit failed to 
adequately represent African culture? Evaluate the effectiveness of the article's argument. 
Do you find the evidence compelling? 

8. Cultural Representation in Media: 
In your opinion, how does media shape public perception of cultural exhibits? Reflect on 
the coverage of the ROM exhibit's controversy. How might media influence how museums 
are perceived by the public? 

 
Media Studies (Media Literacy, Representation, and Bias) 

9. Media and Representation: 
How does media representation impact the public's understanding of cultural exhibits? 
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Analyze how the media's portrayal of the Into the Heart of Africa exhibit may have 
influenced public opinion. 

10. Bias in Media and Museums: 
Discuss how biases, both in media and in museum curating, influence the representation of 
history and culture. How could the media have more responsibly handled the portrayal of 
the Into the Heart of Africa exhibit? 

 
 
Using the Following Resources to Guide Your Analysis 
Examine the representation of narratives and systemic issues in museums by addressing these 
questions:  
 

1. Who Shapes the Stories? 
 

o Consider who is responsible for compiling and deciding which stories are shared in 
museum exhibits. Why might it be problematic if these decisions are made by 
individuals without lived experience of the cultures they represent? 
 

2. Representation of Racism in Immigration Policies 
 

o Evaluate whether museums adequately represent the racism embedded in 
historical and current immigration policies. How do exhibits like A Seat at the Table 
(Museum of Vancouver) address such systemic discrimination? 
 

3. Portrayal of Whiteness 
 

o Analyze how whiteness is portrayed in museums you may visit. Do exhibits position 
whiteness as the default or central perspective, and if so, how might this affect the 
representation of other narratives? 
 

4. Comparing Immigration Museums 
 

o Compare an immigration museum created by immigrants or refugees (e.g., the 
Immigration Museum of Melbourne) with one created by individuals without lived 
experience (e.g., Ellis Island Museum). What differences can you observe in the 
depth, authenticity, and framing of the stories being told? 
 

 
Resources for Reference: 
 
 Museums working with refugees and migrants: MuseumNext 
 A Seat at the Table — MOV | Museum of Vancouver 
 Mobilizing communities and sharing stories: the role of the immigration museum in one of 

the most culturally diverse cities in the world 
 https://www.docketwise.com/blog/twelve-immigration-related-museums-and-historical-

sites-to-visit-in-the-us 

https://www.museumnext.com/article/the-social-impact-of-museums-working-with-refugees-and-migrants/
https://museumofvancouver.ca/a-seat-at-the-table
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000151036
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000151036
https://www.docketwise.com/blog/twelve-immigration-related-museums-and-historical-sites-to-visit-in-the-us
https://www.docketwise.com/blog/twelve-immigration-related-museums-and-historical-sites-to-visit-in-the-us

