
 

 
 

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section:  
Art, English, World 
History, Physical 
Education, Civics (gr 9-
12) 

Unit: 

Lesson Title: Exploring Olympics Through Art (MoMA 
Museum of Art) 

Number of periods: 
1  
 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

 

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 



 

 
 

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

 
n/a 

·  
 

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative 

·   

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
  
 

 

Getting Started 
 
Students watch the video #Art Speaks. This video (5 minutes and 17 
seconds) deals with the inspiration behind the refugee flag’s design. 
The video is presented by Christina Eliopoulos, a fellow in the 
department of library and archives at MoMA Museum of Modern Art. 
https://www.facebook.com/MuseumofModernArt/videos/vl.861045487
383488/10157106471957281/?type=1  
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MuseumofModernArt/videos/vl.861045487383488/10157106471957281/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/MuseumofModernArt/videos/vl.861045487383488/10157106471957281/?type=1
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Working on it 

1. Hand out the questions (below, followed by answer sheet) to 
the students. Depending on the group, you may choose to 
play the video a second time to pause after each question, so 
that students can write their answers.  

2. Go over the students’ answers as a class.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Consolidate & Reflect on it 
Follow-up reflection questions (below) can be used to assess 
students’ overall understanding of the role of art in personal and 
political freedom. 
 
 

Extension = Assignment Reflection Questions (below) 
-as is or could become larger research/based projects 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 
-have students complete Exit Card (below) 
Modifications for other courses 
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MoMA Museum of Modern Art 
 

1. Why was Refugee Nation created? 
 
 

2. What was Yara Said’s inspiration behind the refugee flag’s design? 
 
 

3. What was announced in 2016 by the International Olympic Committee? 
 
 

4. Describe the important role MoMA played during World War II?  
 
 

5. How does the museum’s role during World War II relate to the refugee flag and the refugee 
crisis of today? 
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MoMA Museum of Modern Art – Answer Sheet 

 
 

1. Why was Refugee Nation created? 
Answer: is a nonprofit organization created to represent the 65 million displaced people 
worldwide. It is the first refugee team to compete at the Rio Summer Olympics. 
 

2. What was Yara Said’s inspiration behind the refugee flag’s design? 
 
Answer: Yara Said was inspired to design life jackets that she and other Syrian refugees 
wore while making their dangerous journey across the Aegean Sea. 
 

3. What was announced in 2016 by the International Olympic Committee? 
Answer: For the first time in Olympic history, a refugee team would be allowed to compete 
in the Olympics. 
 

4. Describe the important role MoMA played during World War II?  
Answer: The museum played an integral role in rescuing artists, art historians and dealers 
during World War II. In 1940, there were requests for help. Alfred Barr who was the first 
director of the museum asked his wife, Margaret Barr to take on the task of helping these 
historians and artists escape the Holocaust. She helped these refugees with visas and 
documents . She worked closely with the Emergency Rescue Committee. She dedicated 5-6 
hours a day on this rescue project. Many of these documents eventually got lost or were 
not recorded. So in 1980 Mona Rue, founder of the museum archives, felt compelled to dig 
up documents to find the history of these events. 14 artists and historians were found. It is 
estimated that the museum was involved in helping over 40 refugee cases. But it’s 
unknown how many people the museum actually assisted and helped.  
 

5. How does the museum’s role during World War II relate to the refugee flag and the refugee 
crisis of today? 

Answer: The museum was determined to stand against xenophobia and fascism and to 
protect intellectual freedom and human rights through their arts and exhibitions. They are 
determined today as well to help refugees whose lives are in danger by displaying the 
refugee flag.  
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MoMA Museum of Modern Art 
 

EXIT CARD 
 

1. ONE piece of information/fact I learned from the video. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. ONE piece of information/fact that surprised me. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. ONE thing I’d like to know more about. 
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MoMA Museum of Modern Art 
Assignment 

Reflection Questions 
 
 
1. In your opinion, how does art help people with self- expression? How can art be used to stand 

up against human rights violations? Make sure to explain your answer with examples.  
 
 
2. What other artistic forms help individuals deal with personal conflicts and political injustices? 

Make sure to provide specific examples. 
 
 
3. “The goal of the Olympic Movement is to contribute to building a peaceful and better world by 

educating youth through sport practiced without discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic 
spirit, which requires mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play” 
(IOC). Athletes from around the world come together to represent their country. As refugees, 
which country do they represent or should represent?  Explain your answer. 

 

https://olympics.com/ioc/beyond-the-games

