
 

  

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

 
This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section:  
English, Geography, 
World Issues, Careers 

Unit: 

Lesson Title: Exploring Persons Creating Safe 
Harbour - “look for the helpers” – Operation Pedro 
Pan 

Number of periods: 
1 
 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

 

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 
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Backgrounder:  
In the early 1960s, children aged 6 to 18 years old 
were sent from Cuba to the United States. This was 
the “Operation Pedro Pan”, which was “the largest 
recorded exodus of unaccompanied minors in the 
Western Hemisphere”. 
 

·  

*Definition of displaced people: In 
the global context, persons or groups of 
persons who have been forced or obliged 
to flee or to leave their homes or places of 
habitual residence, either across an 
international border or within a State, in 
particular as a result of or in order to avoid 
the effects of armed conflict, situations of 
generalized violence, violations of human 
rights or natural or human-made disasters. 
(Source: https://home-
affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-
migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-
migration-glossary/glossary/displaced-
person_en) 
 

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative 

·   

Time Lesson Sequence 

https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-glossary/glossary/displaced-person_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-glossary/glossary/displaced-person_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-glossary/glossary/displaced-person_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-glossary/glossary/displaced-person_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-glossary/glossary/displaced-person_en


 

  

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Getting Started 
 
Fred Rogers, better known as Mister Rogers, was, among other 
things, an American television host and producer, who created the 
preschool television series “Mister Rogers’ Neighbourhood”. On one 
occasion, he said this:  
“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my 
mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find 
people who are helping.’ To this day, especially in times of ‘disaster,’ 
I remember my mother’s words, and I am always comforted by 
realizing that there are still so many helpers — so many caring 
people in this world.” 
Today, you will search for those helpers in relation to “Operation 
Pedro Pan”. 

 
 

 
Working on it 

- Operation Pedro Pan 
Read their story here: https://www.history.com/news/cold-war-
refugee-operation-peter-pan-cuba-eisenhower  
  
As you read the history of the Operation Pedro Pan, keep in mind 
Mister Rogers quote, and look for all the “helpers”. Make a list of their 
occupation or profession. Take into account those 
professions/occupations that may not be mentioned by name, but are 
implied within the history of the Operation Pedro Pan.  
Your list might look like this:  

- Catholic priest 
- Federal agent 
- Pilot 

 

https://www.history.com/news/cold-war-refugee-operation-peter-pan-cuba-eisenhower
https://www.history.com/news/cold-war-refugee-operation-peter-pan-cuba-eisenhower
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Consolidate & Reflect on it 
 

Once you have a list, choose one of them and do research on it: 
- Find what the proper name of the occupation/profession is or 

find an equivalent. 
- Research the type of education you would need to be able to 

perform that occupation/profession. 

 
Discussion Questions for verbal and/or written sharing:  

- What would be your main desire in pursuing a career in the 
occupation/profession you chose? 

- How can this occupation/profession allow you to be a 
‘helper’? 

- What are other occupations/professions not mentioned in the 
history of the Operation Pedro Pan that exist that could be 
consider ‘helpers’ in relation to the experiences lived by 
displaced people*? 

 
 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 
 
Modifications for other courses 
Further exploration: 

EPS help with rescue on English Channel | CTV News 
Stories - Being a Refugee is Not a Choice - Hamilton College 
 

 

https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/edmonton-police-help-with-rescue-of-raft-on-english-channel-1.6904176
https://www.hamilton.edu/news/stories/photos-turkey-camps-syria-refugees-erol-balkan

