
 
 

 

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section: 
Law, Civics, History   
(Grades 9-12) 

Unit: 

Lesson Title: Exploring Organizations that Help – 
Samphire and UNHCR 

Number of periods: 
                  3 
 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

 
The aim of this lesson is to increase students’ awareness of the agencies and organizations that 
exist to help refugees, displaced refugees, asylum seekers and newcomers settle in their host 
country by providing educational services, finding shelter and employment and fostering their 
inclusion in the communities.  
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Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 

 
 
Some organizations and agencies exist to fight for the human rights 
of refugees, asylum seekers and migrants. As stated, “An asylum 
seeker is a person who has left their country and is seeking 
protection from persecution and serious human rights violations in 
another country, but who hasn’t yet been legally recognized as a 
refugee and is waiting to receive a decision on their asylum claim. 
Seeking asylum is a human right. This means everyone should be 
allowed to enter another country to seek asylum” (Amnesty). 
 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-
and-
migrants/#:~:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%
20on%20their%20asylum%20claim. 
 
Migrants are individuals staying outside their country of origin, but 
are not legally considered asylum seekers or refugees.  Some 
migrants leave their country because they want to work, study or 
join family. Others feel they must leave because of poverty, political 
conflict, gang violence, or natural disasters. Many people do not fit 
the legal definition of a refugee but could nevertheless be in danger 
if they went home. 
 
Just because migrants do not flee persecution, they are still entitled 
to have all their human rights protected and respected, regardless 
of the status they have in the country they moved to. Organizations 
and agencies realize the responsibility of governments to protect all 
migrants from racist and xenophobic violence, exploitation and 
forced labour. Migrants should never be detained or forced to 
return to their countries without a valid reason. 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-
and-
migrants/#:~:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%
20on%20their%20asylum%20claim. 

 
·  

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/05/qatar-world-cup-stadium-first-match/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
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Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative 

·   

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Getting Started 
 
Read the description of the organizations below with the students.  
 
UNHCR description and handout. 
 
Samphire has a list of questions that were asked during an interview 
at the head office in August 2023. Students will watch the video and 
answer the questions. You may choose to pause the video after each 
question so that students can write their answers.  
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Working on it 
 

• The handout on UNHCR has questions (see below).  
• The answers can be found by clicking the link provided below 

the questions.  
• You may have students work in pairs or groups of three.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Consolidation & Reflection  
 

• Students can show their consolidation of learning by 
researching TWO local or international organizations and/or 
agencies by clicking on the links of the list below (see sheet 
below).  

• Students may also use the following questions to guide them 
in their research.  

• Students can create a PowerPoint Presentation as a final 
product or any other medium to show their understanding 
(educator’s approval). 

 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

Modifications for other courses 
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UNHCR 

(United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) 
 
 
UNHCR is a United Nations refugee agency that takes action to protect people forced to flee their 
country due to persecution and conflict and those denied a nationality.  
 
UNHCR was established by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1950 in the aftermath 
of the Second World War to help the millions of people who had lost their homes. 
 
Today, UNHCR works in 135 countries. They provide life-saving assistance, including shelter, 
food, water and medical care for people forced to flee conflict and persecution.  They defend their 
right to reach safety and help them find a place to call “home” so they can rebuild their lives. They 
work with countries to improve and monitor refugee and asylum laws and policies, ensuring human 
rights are respected. 
  
UNHCR Questions:  
https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/ending-statelessness/un-
conventions-statelessness 
 

1. Click on Emergencies at the top of the website. How does UNHCR help refugees or 
asylum seekers within the first 72 hours? 

 
 

2. Click on Emergencies. Summarize one ongoing emergency crisis, such as Afghanistan, 
Rohinya, Sudan, Venezuela, or Syria.  
 

 
3. Click on Protect Human Rights. Then click on Statelessness. 

a. Define the term “statelessness”. 
   

b. How do people acquire their “nationality”?  
 

c.  What are the consequences of a stateless person? 
 

 
d. What are the causes of statelessness?  

 
 

e. How does UNHCR protect these human rights?  
 

 
 
 

https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/ending-statelessness/un-conventions-statelessness
https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/ending-statelessness/un-conventions-statelessness
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Answers to UNHCR Questions:  
https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/ending-statelessness/un-
conventions-statelessness 
 
1.Click on Emergencies at the top of the website. How does UNHCR help refugees or asylum 
seekers within the first 72 hours? 

● They deliver life-saving relief items and other critical goods from our global 
stockpiles, ready in warehouses in strategic locations around the world. 

● Deploy emergency response experts, who are trained in crisis situations and 
specialize in key areas like cash assistance, shelter, and tackling sexual 
exploitation. 

● Transfer funds from our emergency reserves directly to our local teams on 
the ground, so they can set up shelters, buy food and register people who 
need help. 
 

2.Click on Emergencies. Summarize one ongoing emergency crisis, such as Afghanistan, 
Rohinya, Sudan, Venezuela, or Syria. (Answer may vary) 
 
3.Click on Protect Human Rights. Then click on Statelessness. 
a) Define the term “statelessness”.   
b) How do people acquire their “nationality”? (At birth or the country in which they were born) 
c) What are the consequences of a stateless person? 
(People are denied access to employment, education and healthcare, denied the right to get 
married and open a bank account and the right to freedom of movement) 
d) What are the causes of statelessness? (Gaps in nationality laws; aa child born in a foreign 
country where the country doesn’t recognize nationality on birth alone; emergence of new 
states and new borders being created) 
e) How does UNHCR protect these human rights?  
(They collaborate with other UN agencies and international organizations, such as UNICEF, 
campaigning, work with government to make sure they uphold human rights laws) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/ending-statelessness/un-conventions-statelessness
https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/ending-statelessness/un-conventions-statelessness
https://www.unhcr.org/cash-based-interventions.html
https://www.unhcr.org/shelter.html
https://www.unhcr.org/our-fight-against-sexual-exploitation-abuse-and-harassment.html
https://www.unhcr.org/our-fight-against-sexual-exploitation-abuse-and-harassment.html
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Samphire 

 
• It is a volunteer organization that aims to improve the lives of people released from 

immigration detention centers and who are experiencing poverty. 
• The organization got its name from the edible flower called Rock Samphire that grows on 

the chalk cliffs of Dover. In antiquity, Samphire was a prized food delicacy. Today, 
expensive restaurants serve samphire as a vegetable with fish. 

•  Locally, volunteers focus on working with migrant communities and British locals to 
increase awareness around migration and promote inclusion of migrants in Dover and 
surrounding areas of Kent. 

• Locally run projects include: a Community Hub, The Schools of Sanctuary Kent, and Dover 
Welcomes All Project. 

 
● The Schools of Sanctuary Kent: aims at raising awareness among primary and 

secondary school students on the issues surrounding migration, asylum and 
refugees, and aims at creating equality in the communities. The need for students 
to understand these issues becomes more urgent as schools accommodate 
migrants from many different cultural and religious backgrounds. The vision of 
Samphire is to reduce or eliminate the misconceptions surrounding migration and 
that schools and the wider community be a place of welcome and safety. 

 
● The Post Detention Support Project:  supports some of the most vulnerable 

people in society: many of whom are seeking asylum, have fled human rights 
abuses, or whose removal from the UK would violate their human rights. The four 
aims of Samphire’s Post Detention Support Project are to advise asylum seekers 
on how to and enable them to get involved in the community, find shelter and 
receive educational services. A third goal is to empower ex-detainees and influence 
partner organizations to create policies that are fair 

 
• Nationally, volunteers provide support and immigration advice via a Freephone helpline 

available 5 days a week.  Any refused asylum seeker or EU migrant can request support 
services, such as accommodation, healthcare and food. 

• The organization has an annual conference with active clients and key speakers who can 
influence policy makers and are able to network. 

• In 2022, 117 individuals received free legal immigration advice, and 102 individuals were 
assisted by the Post Detention Support Project.  

• the organization has 10 trustees and 5 volunteers. The charity raises funds from the public 
but does not work with professional fundraisers or commercial participators. 
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Contact information  

 Address: 1st Floor, 54-56 Castle Street, DOVER, CT16 1PJ 

 Phone: 01304242755 

 Email: info@samphireproject.org.uk  

 Website: http://www.samphireproject.org.uk 

 

Samphire Questions  

1. From which country or countries are the majority refugees coming from? 
(04:47-06:11) (08:10-08:24)  
 
 
  
 
 
 

2. What are the reasons refugees are choosing to come here, as opposed to other 
countries? (04:47-12:16)  
 
 
 
 
 

3. Explain some of the struggles asylum seekers must face as they wait for their 
refugee status? (04.47- 10:40) (18:01-23:17) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How can the needs of refugees and the Dover community be balanced effectively? 

(27:53-30:44)  
 
 

mailto:info@samphireproject.org.uk
http://www.samphireproject.org.uk/
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Answers to Samphire Questions 
 
1. From which country or countries are the majority refugees coming from? 
 (04:47-06:11) (08:10-08:24)  
Refugees are coming from Afghanistan, Syria, Iran and Albania 

 
2. What are the reasons refugees are choosing to come here, as opposed to other countries? 
(04:47-12:16) 
 
Refugees typically do not settle permanently in Dover, as it serves primarily as an entry 
point into the United Kingdom. Dover acts as a transit hub, with many refugees arriving 
because they have family connections in the UK. A significant number enter the country 
through the English Channel, often via illegal routes. Their journeys often begin in places 
like Turkey, Greece, Hungary, and Calais, France, before crossing the Channel in small 
boats. Upon arrival, they await decisions on their asylum applications—a process that, 
though meant to take six months, can extend to several years. During this waiting period, 
refugees are usually housed in hotels or army barracks. 

 
3. Explain some of the struggles asylum seekers must face as they wait for their refugee status? 
(04.47- 10:40) (18:01-23:17) 
 
Asylum seekers often face long waiting periods for their decisions, which can take years 
rather than the intended six months. During this time, they are accommodated in 
overcrowded facilities such as hotels, army barracks, or repurposed sites like a defunct 
international airport in Kent. Dover is struggling with limited space and housing for 
refugees, prompting the government to introduce measures like housing refugees on 
barges in ports to deter illegal crossings through the Channel. 
 
Asylum seekers have little control over where they will eventually live, often being 
relocated far from family members. While awaiting a decision, they are not allowed to work, 
except for those with specific skills who may gain limited work rights after a certain period. 
Unlike Germany, the UK does not offer language lessons, leaving asylum seekers with few 
constructive activities during the long waiting period. The financial support provided by the 
government is also insufficient to meet basic needs. 
 
The government's Refugee Bill aims to send asylum seekers who cross the Channel 
illegally to another "safe" country they transited through. However, the definition of a safe 
country is contentious, and many countries are unwilling to take sole responsibility for 
large numbers of refugees. The bill also weakens protections against human trafficking and 
modern slavery, raising concerns about the safety and rights of asylum seekers. 
 
4.How can the needs of refugees and the Dover community be balanced effectively? 
 (27:53-30:44)  
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The question of assimilation versus the preservation of cultural identity is often a topic of 
debate. In Dover, numerous festivals celebrate diversity, offering opportunities to educate 
locals and raise awareness about various cultures. These events have sparked growing 
interest among the community, with more residents showing a desire to learn about and 
engage with different cultural traditions. 

Possible Agencies to Research 
 
Amnesty International: 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-
migrants/#:~:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20
claim. 
 
Access Alliance Multicultural Health and Community Services: 
https://accessalliance.ca/ 
 
Aura for Refugees: 
https://www.auraforrefugees.org/ 
 
Canadian Council for Refugees: 
https://accessalliance.ca 
 
Canadian Red Cross: 
https://www.redcross.ca/how-we-help/migrant-and-refugee-services 
 
Canada Helps: 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/explore/charities/category/social-services/sub-category/new-
to-canada/ 
 
Catholic Centre for Immigrants Foundation: 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/13672?v2=true 
 
Doctors Without Borders: 
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.ca/ 
 
European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations: 
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/humanitarian-aid/forced-
displacement_en 
 
Habitat for Humanity : 
https://www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk/blog/2016/09/refugees-asylum-seekers-migrants-crucial-
difference/ 
 
Hias: 
https://hias.org/ 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/#:%7E:text=An%20asylum%20seeker%20is%20a,decision%20on%20their%20asylum%20claim
https://accessalliance.ca/
https://www.auraforrefugees.org/
https://accessalliance.ca/
https://www.redcross.ca/how-we-help/migrant-and-refugee-services
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/explore/charities/category/social-services/sub-category/new-to-canada/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/explore/charities/category/social-services/sub-category/new-to-canada/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/13672?v2=true
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.ca/
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/humanitarian-aid/forced-displacement_en
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/humanitarian-aid/forced-displacement_en
https://www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk/blog/2016/09/refugees-asylum-seekers-migrants-crucial-difference/
https://www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk/blog/2016/09/refugees-asylum-seekers-migrants-crucial-difference/
https://hias.org/
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Human Rights Watch: 
https://www.hrw.org/topic/refugees-and-migrants 
 
International Detention Coalition: 
https://idcoalition.org/ 
 
Save the Children: 
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/charity-stories/child-refugees-migrants-asylum-seekers-
immigrants-definition 
 
UNICEF: 
https://www.unicef.org/topics/refugee 
 
World Health Organization: 
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/refugee-and-migrant-health 
 
 
Guiding Research Questions 
 

1) What does the agency or organization do? 
 
 
 

2) When and where was the organization or agency founded? Provide a brief history of the 
agency or organization. 

 
 

 
3) What services does the organization or agency provide? 

 
 

4) a) In which countries or areas do the organization or agency work?  
 
 
 
b) Draw a map of the countries or areas in which this organization or agency has been 
involved in. 
 
 
 

5) How many people are part of the organization or agency? 
 

 
 
 

https://www.hrw.org/topic/refugees-and-migrants
https://idcoalition.org/
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/charity-stories/child-refugees-migrants-asylum-seekers-immigrants-definition
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/charity-stories/child-refugees-migrants-asylum-seekers-immigrants-definition
https://www.unicef.org/topics/refugee
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/refugee-and-migrant-health
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6) How does the organization or agency receive funding? 
 
 
 

7) Summarize a success story mentioned by the agency or organization. 
 

 
 

8) a) How can people volunteer with the organization or agency?  
 
 

 
b) If you could volunteer for this organization or agency, how would you like to help? 
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