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This content includes real traumas and triumphs
of lived experiences of the communities studied;
it is recommended that educators know the
learners and the preparation they require
prior to accessing the material.

Teacher: Date:

Period: Location:

Course and Section: Unit:
Grades 9-12; English,
Geography, Foods,
World Issues, Media

Lesson Title: Paddington Bear — A Bear’s Refugee
Story

Number of periods:
1-3

Curriculum Overall Expectations

Learning Goals

Prior Knowledge

Vocabulary & Specific
Terminology
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Storybooks aren’t just meant for children.
Everyone can enjoy and benefit from
reading rich stories with whimsical
illustrations. Take time to read this story to
your class (regardless of grade and age).
Take time to get lost in the magic of the
story.

In 2017, UNICEF adopted Paddington and
his adventure from ‘darkest Peru’ to the
bustling streets of London. UNICEF now
uses Paddington as the face of their
refugee story for children. This project has
helped the organization raise over 15
million dollars for children and children’s
issues.

Instruction Strategies

Assessment Strategies
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative

Time

Lesson Sequence
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Getting Started

Step 1:
Prereading Activity — before reading this story, generate ideas and
discussions with the Four Corners Activity.

Four Corners: Print off the four labelled sheets of paper (Strongly
Agree, Agree, Strongly Disagree, Disagree) included at the end of
this lesson. Tape one sheet of paper in each of the four corners of
the classroom.

Explain to your students that you are going to state a series of
statements, one at a time, and that they are to move to the labelled
sheet of paper which aligns the most with how they would respond
to the statement.

Statements for the Four Corners Activity:

Storybooks are just for children.

We can learn real-life lessons from

fictional stories.

Stories written 60 years ago are

irrelevant now.

If | was escaping, | would plan and execute my
escape alone.

The only purpose of food is to sustain life.
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Working on it

Step 2:
Read the story to the class.

If you do not have a physical copy of the story, you can find a copy
here: https://online.fliphtml5.com/zcjyw/srok/#p=4

Consolidate & Reflect on it

Step 3:

Reuvisit the statements used in the Four Corners Exercise. You may
wish to redo the Four Corners Exercise to allow students to
“change” their alignments or discuss as a whole class.

Have students complete the Paddington — A Bear’s Refugee
Story...Questions as Assessment or discuss as a class for after-
reading understanding. Questions can be found at the end of this
lesson.

Further Assessment: See Extension Activity below.

Universal Design
Modifications (For all)

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources

Educator’s Lesson Reflections
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Modifications for other courses
Extension: Is this a good story for children? Or is it another example of ‘white saviourism’?
Could it be both? Defend your opinion and explain your points of view thoroughly.
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Paddington — A Bear’s Refugee Story...Questions/Assessments

1.

Instead of using his name from home, Mr. and Mrs. Brown made the
decision to call the bear Paddington. Was this appropriate?
Defend/explain your answer.

Do you know anyone who had their name changed (anglicized) when they
moved to a new place. What implications could this have on the person
whose name is changed?

What does the word ‘stowaway’ mean? What feelings would someone in
this situation be experiencing?

Is it better to escape alone orin a group? Explain your reasoning.
Mrs. Brown wants to take the bear home. Mr. Brown is hesitant. What are
some things Mr. Brown might be thinking? Are his thoughts valid and

reasonable?

Do you think Mr. Brown’s reaction would have been different if
Paddington looked more like the Browns? Explain your thinking.

The food at the station looks very different to what Paddington is used to
eating. Can you make a connection to his experience? If so, was your
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reaction the same as the bear’s?

o

Is food an important part of someone’s culture? Why? Why not?
Give an example of when you and/or your family cooked and/or ate what can
be considered a “traditional” food?

w

Paddington had the help of the Brown’s daughter, Judy, and their son
Jonathon. Was it easier for Paddington to connect with the children or
the adults? Explain.

10.Paddington had never seen a bathroom or been in a bath. What would be
some other new experiences for someone coming to your city or town, to
Ontario, and/or to Canada for the first time?

11.Aunt Lucy sent Paddington to a new country because she felt she could no
longer care for him. Do you think this was the right thing to do? Explain.
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