
 

  

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

 
This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section: 
Art, English, Civics, 
History, Media, World 
Issues, Law 

Unit: 

Lesson Title: Symbols of Safe Harbour Number of periods: 
 
1-2 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

Students will analyze the symbols to determine if the image depicts a place where refugees 
feel accepted and safe, or if they feel abandoned and in danger in the host country.  
Students will explain their rationale in words.  
Students will have to use research skills to understand or contextualize components of the 
symbols and images.  

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 
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- an understanding of the concept of ‘safe harbour’ 
- a basic understanding of the concept of human 

migration and refugees 
- human rights 
- detention centres 

Safe Harbour = a 
place that offers 
protection from the 
weather, an attack 
persecution, or 
physical and/or 
psychological 
danger 

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative 

- Gallery walk 
- worksheet 
- discussion 

 

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Following the lesson plan, you will find the worksheet and images for 
posting around the room, as well as educator notes for the images. 

 
1. Educator posts images around the room. 

a. Images include brief informational notes in some cases. 
The “Educator notes” include more context and teacher 
can decide if they want to share those with students or 
leave them to use their own interpretations and research 
skills.  

2. Students take some time to walk around the room. 
3. Students go back to their seats and educator distributes 

worksheet.  
a. Options: Educator may ask students to analyze more 

than one image using the guiding questions.  
4. Students use worksheet to respond to images (while free to walk 



 

  

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

around the room) either individually or in small groups.  
a. students will have to describe what they see in the 

images. They will use prior knowledge as well as 
research to determine what the message could be in the 
symbols.  

 
 
Reflection and expansion 
To discuss in small groups or as a whole class 

- Share thoughts on some of the images 
- Have you seen any examples of these symbols in your own 

community? 
- Plan a potential field trip to explore or find other symbols in 

your own area (students can be involved in coming up with 
ideas or teacher can direct) 

 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

Modifications for other courses 
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Symbols of Safe Harbour Worksheet 
 
Look at the images carefully.  These images could be symbolic of how the artist feels in terms of 
whether their destination is safe harbour. Use what you see in the images, as well as additional 
research to reflect on the images. Use the following questions to guide your responses. Comment 
on as many of these questions as you can in your response.  
 

1. Determine if you feel the artist is depicting a positive image or negative image.  
 

2. Have they reached a safe harbour where they will be welcomed and protected by the host 
country?  

 
3. Do they feel they are being denied basic human rights?  

 
4. What details in the symbol tell you that they are protected or not?  

 
5. What details in the symbol tell you whether they feel safe or not?  

 
6. Does the setting or the words hint at where they are or what they are experiencing?  

 
7. Who is telling their journey (a child, an adult)? 
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Educator Notes for Posted Images 

 
1. Image 1: This is an image of people seeking safe harbour. They have landed on the shores 

of a country by boat. They hope to be accepted in the host country. Design found at 
Samphire in Dover, England 

 
2. Image 2: This is a design in the town of Folkestone, England.  It was made by a voluntary 

community project called “Standing with Giants” in 2019 who is in support of standing with 
Ukraine. The project honours those who have fought for freedom, past and present. 

 
3. Image 3: Drawn by refugee children. This drawing expresses children’s need to be reunited 

with their families and to feel safe in the images of earth, homes, and children playing. 
There is also hunger expressed when in writing, where it says  “I don’t have any food” and 
another child says ”I can give you some” . In another image a child is reassuring a friend 
that he will be safe while he is in a moving vehicle “I’ll hold your hand while driving”. Design 
found at Unicef, London , England 

 
4. Image 4: Design by refugee child. It symbolizes happy children reunited with their families. 

Design found at Unicef in London, England 
 

5. Image 5: Designed by a refugee in a detention centre. The detainee wrote “Set the 
Captives free! I designed an image like this which was printed onto a t-shirt when I was 
released from detention. As the Bible says ‘who so ever the son of man set free is free 
indeed’.” Design found at Samphire in Dover, England 

 
6. Image 6: Image by a refugee in a detention centre. The artist is expressing how refugee 

are being detained in centers for long periods of time. The viewer can see a mouse at top 
corner. Although unclear where the mouse is standing, we can possibly infer that the 
mouse symbolizes the unsanitary conditions of detention centres. Design found at 
Samphire in Dover, England 

 
7. Image 7: Little Amal, a 3.5m puppet of a refugee Syrian child who is recognised globally as 

a symbol of human rights and hope for displaced people everywhere, especially children 
who have been separated from their families. Good article can be found on: 
https://news.camden.gov.uk/little-amal-comes-to-camden-for-a-festival-of-hope-and-art/ 

 
8. Image 8: Refugees are also united by one flag. An orange and black flag was inspired by 

the life vests many refugees had to wear in their search for a safer land to live. An orange 
and black flag is as a symbol of hope and solidarity. An orange and black flag is to bring 
the world together to support refugees. 

 
9. Image 9: Poster at Care4Calais which is a not for profit organization founded in England. 

Volunteers deliver emergency aid to refugees in Calais and areas affected by the 
European migrant crisis. 

https://www.standingwithgiants.co.uk/
https://news.camden.gov.uk/little-amal-comes-to-camden-for-a-festival-of-hope-and-art/
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10. Image 10: Care for Calais poster showing solidarity towards refugees. 

 
 

Image #1 
 

 
 
This is an image of people arriving at a beach by boat. There are people on the beach with chairs 
and tables as well as a houses close to the shore. The image is accompanied by works such as 
‘Freedom” and “Earth for Us”. 
Design found at Samphire in Dover, England 
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Image # 2 
 

 
 
This is a design in the town of Folkestone, England.  It was made by a voluntary community 
project called “Standing with Giants” in 2019. https://www.standingwithgiants.co.uk/  
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.standingwithgiants.co.uk/
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Image #3 
 

 
Drawn by refugee children. Images of earth, homes and children playing. Some writing states:“I 
don’t have any food” and another child says ”I can give you some”. In another image a child is 
reassuring a friend that he will be safe while he is in a moving vehicle “ I’ll hold your hand while 
driving”. 
Design found at Unicef, London , England 
 
  



 

  

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

Image #4 
 

 
Design by refugee child. Images of happy children reunited with their families.  
Design found at Unicef in London, England 
 
  



 

  

 
 
Creating Safe Harbour 

Image # 5 
 

 
 
Designed by a refugee in a detention centre. The detainee wrote “Set the Captives free! I 
designed an image like this which was printed onto a t-shirt when I was released from detention. 
As the Bible says ‘who so ever the son of man set free is free indeed’ ” 
Design found at Samphire in Dover, England 
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Image # 6 
 

 
Image by a refugee in a detention centre. The viewer can see a mouse at top corner and the 
words “Time 4 Time limit on immigration detention centre”.  
Design found at Samphire in Dover, England 
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Image # 7 
 

 
 
Little Amal, a 3.5m puppet of a refugee Syrian child, a traveling art piece. More information can be 
found: https://news.camden.gov.uk/little-amal-comes-to-camden-for-a-festival-of-hope-and-art/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://news.camden.gov.uk/little-amal-comes-to-camden-for-a-festival-of-hope-and-art/
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Image # 8 
 

 
 
Refugee flag 
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Image #9 
 

 
 
Poster at Care4Calais which is a not for profit organization founded in England. Volunteers deliver 
emergency aid to refugees in Calais and areas affected by the European migrant crisis. 
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Image # 10 
 

 
Poster at Care 4 Calais, non profit organization which supports refugees. 
 
 
 


