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This content includes real traumas and triumphs
of lived experiences of the communities studied;
it is recommended that educators know the
learners and the preparation they require
prior to accessing the material.
Teacher: Date: Period: Location:
Course and section: Unit:

Media, Careers, World
Issues, History,
Geography

Lesson Title:

Media Bias of Refugees

Number of periods:
2+

Curriculum Overall Expectations

Learning Goals
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¢ Understand the concept of bias
e Explore the factors that influence Canadian opinions of refugees
¢ Identify a point of view based on word choice
¢ Understand the reasons why bias occurs in news
e Demonstrate an understanding of how bias occurs in news reporting
Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific

Terminology

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies
C-conversation O-observation P-Product
F-formative S-summative
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Time

Lesson Sequence

Getting Started

Divide the class in half, with each half reading one of the articles
below. This could also be done in pairs or smaller groups.

Article 1:

“A sea of difference: Media coverage of Titanic-touring sub and
migrant boat tragedy reveals deep bias”
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2327531/world

Article 2:
How the Ukraine war exposed Western media bias | CNN Business

Once the students are finished reading, as a class, have students
brainstorm the key points made in each article.

As a class watch the following video and pause at the various
historical events in Canadian history to discuss the impact on
Canadian immigration during that time.

“Canadian Immigration History”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUQn7JTLoME

Consolidate & Reflect on it

1. Using the following resource, print pages 4 — 6, as well as the
worksheet on pages 7 — 8, for each student.
“Bias in Media Sources”
https://mediasmarts.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/lesson-

plan/Lesson Bias News Sources.pdf

2. Assign one article per student/group of students and divide them
up equally. Students will use the worksheet listed above to
review the article they are assigned.

Articles to review:
“Sweden’s migrant rape crisis”

https://unherd.com/2021/04/swedens-migrant-rape-crisis/
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https://www.arabnews.com/node/2327531/world
https://www.cnn.com/2022/03/04/media/mideast-summary-04-03-2022-intl/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUQn7JTLoME
https://mediasmarts.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/lesson-plan/Lesson_Bias_News_Sources.pdf
https://mediasmarts.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/lesson-plan/Lesson_Bias_News_Sources.pdf
https://unherd.com/2021/04/swedens-migrant-rape-crisis/
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“NYC decision to move migrants from tent shelter to a school amid
storm draws fire”
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/nyc-decision-move-
migrants-tent-shelter-school-storm-draws-fire-rcna133236

“After escaping war, thousands of Ukrainians want to stay in Canada
permanently”
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-displaced-
ukrainians-want-to-settle-permanently-in-canada/

“Were Canada and the UK welcoming to recent refugees? Not so
much, find researchers”
https://www.dal.ca/news/2023/12/18/refugees-ukraine-afghanistan-
canada-uk.html

3. As a class, review student responses on their worksheet to
examine the media bias.

4. Discuss how moving forward students can assess news articles
for media bias. As a class, come up with a list of ‘look fors’ that
students will use moving forward.

Universal Design
Modifications (For all)

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources

Educator’s Lesson Reflections

senior grades

Modifications for other courses
This can be adjusted for students with lower reading skills or extended up to full research work for

Other possible sources for reading:
EVACUATE OUR ALLIES CALLS OUT BIASED MEDIA COVERAGE OF FORCED

DISPLACEMENT

Racism, bias plaguing Canada’s immigration processing system - New Canadian Media
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https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/nyc-decision-move-migrants-tent-shelter-school-storm-draws-fire-rcna133236
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/nyc-decision-move-migrants-tent-shelter-school-storm-draws-fire-rcna133236
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-displaced-ukrainians-want-to-settle-permanently-in-canada/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-displaced-ukrainians-want-to-settle-permanently-in-canada/
https://www.dal.ca/news/2023/12/18/refugees-ukraine-afghanistan-canada-uk.html
https://www.dal.ca/news/2023/12/18/refugees-ukraine-afghanistan-canada-uk.html
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/evacuate-our-allies-calls-out-biased-media-coverage-of-forced-displacement/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/evacuate-our-allies-calls-out-biased-media-coverage-of-forced-displacement/
https://www.newcanadianmedia.ca/racism-bias-plaguing-canadas-immigration-processing-system/
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Refugee Bias Amongst Canadians
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https://www.newcanadianmedia.ca/survey-points-to-refugee-bias-among-canadians/

