
 
 

 

 
 
Evolving Communities 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 

 
 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section: 
English, Geography, 
Media, 
Sociology/Psychology/
Anthropology; Grades 
9-12 

  

Lesson Title 

Comparing Treatment of Migrant Communities 
Number of periods: 

          2+  

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

An activity to compare the treatment of migrant communities (EC) 
 
Case Study: Comparing Haitian / Ukrainian migrant communities through two opinion pieces 
(newspaper articles). 
 

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 
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Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-Product 
F-formative S-summative 

·   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Lesson Sequence 
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Getting Started 
Read each article (see below)  

 

 
 

Working on it 
Discussion:  
• What is the cause of displacement for people from each country? 
 
• What seems to be the response from the United States to the 

crisis in each country? 
 
• Do you agree that there is a difference in treatment for each 

country? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Consolidate & Reflect on it 
 
Further analysis, answer individually in writing: 
• What is one of the main differences between these two 

examples?  
 
• What do you think are some factors that influence the treatment 

of each group of displaced persons during the whole process of 
moving from country of origin to country of arrival? 

 
• List some possible ways to make the whole process fair and 

equitable. 
 

 
Activity: Write a story 
 
Using the first-person narrative, write a story from the perspective of 
someone from either Haiti or Ukraine.  
 
Your story should touch upon the following 5 components: 
• Conditions in your home country (Haiti or Ukraine) before the 

requirement to leave. 
• The reason why you must leave your home country. 
• How and why you would choose your country of arrival. 
• How you would travel and why. 
• How your arrival to the new country would happen. 
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Write at least 5 paragraphs of 3-5 sentences per component, and 
make sure your story is complete with a beginning, middle and end. 
 
 
 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

Modifications for other courses 
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Article 1 
 

 
(Photo credit : Karla Hernandez, Little Haiti, Miami July 2023) 
 
 
“For Ukrainians, it’s a yes, from Haitians, it’s a No”, by Stéphane Boudin 
Published April 19, 2022 
 
Source : https://www.lefloridien.com/les-ukrainiens-cest-oui-les-haitiens-cest-non/ 
Translated from French 
 
In its generosity, the United States has placed Ukrainians in the list of nationalities eligible for TPS 
protection (Temporary Protected Status). Thus, since March 1, any Ukrainian citizen can live and 
work freely in the United States for a period of 18 months, renewable if the situation in Ukraine does 
not evolve favorably. Better still, during his tour of Europe, Biden loudly announced that his country 
was opening the door to no less than 100,000 Ukrainian refugees. 

This gesture of solidarity is commendable, because it is our duty to help people who are suffering 
and who find themselves on the streets overnight. Ukrainians did not ask to be in this situation. No 
one likes to leave their country, their home, their family. But sometimes, by force of circumstances, 
we have no choice. Thus, since the start of the Russian invasion, no less than 6.5 million Ukrainians, 
mostly women, children and the elderly, have left their country, with men between 18 and 60 years 
old being forced to stay there to fight. 

https://www.lefloridien.com/les-ukrainiens-cest-oui-les-haitiens-cest-non/
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Where the American gesture poses a problem is that it does not treat refugees in the same way 
depending on their nationality. So, there seems to be a scale of priority, depending on whether you 
are Ukrainian, Afghan or Haitian. Already during the Trump era, the US government had largely cut 
aid subsidies. As a result, a refugee who arrives today in the United States has every chance of 
living in difficult conditions, sometimes even more difficult than in his country of origin. 

[…] in Haiti, the situation resembles that of a country at war. So much so that almost half of the 
population is threatened by malnutrition.  

So, what does it take for the Biden administration to understand that a Haitian suffers in their country 
as much as an Ukrainian, if not more. […] 

It is inconceivable that in 2022, your chance of being accepted or not as a refugee will be linked to 
the tone of your skin. In short, the darker your skin, the more likely you are to be turned away from 
American territory. A racism from another time which seems to continue, even if the American 
government denies it. 

[…] The United States has not completely turned the page on institutional racism which persists in 
an almost genetic and sneaky way. The proof is that a Ukrainian today has a 100% chance of 
receiving a positive response from American immigration, while a Haitian has an 80% chance of 
being… deported. 

The government has many reasons to try to explain why Haitians do not meet the acceptance 
criteria. But all these explanations seem unjustified, even unacceptable under international law. It 
can therefore be said without hesitation that the United States has lost all credibility when it comes 
to lecturing other nations regarding human rights, because it does not respect these same rights 
when pushing back vulnerable refugees. As Sartre would say: “the first of human rights is the duty 
for some to help others to live”. A thought which is more relevant than ever and which the American 
administration would do well to meditate on. 
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Article 2 
 
 

 
(Photo credit: Michael Nagle/Bloomberg via Getty Images) 
 
“U.S. offers temporary legal status to Ukrainians, citing Russian attack”, by Camilo Montoya-
Galvez 
Published March 3, 2022 
 
Source: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ukrainians-us-deportation-protection-temporary-
protected-status-russian-invasion/  
 
The Biden administration on Thursday offered tens of thousands of Ukrainians living in the U.S. a 
temporary humanitarian protection from deportation due to the ongoing Russian military offensive 
in Ukraine. 
 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas created an 18-month 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) program for Ukrainians who have lived in the U.S. since March 
1, allowing eligible people to apply for work permits and deportation protections. 
 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ukrainians-us-deportation-protection-temporary-protected-status-russian-invasion/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ukrainians-us-deportation-protection-temporary-protected-status-russian-invasion/
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"Russia's premeditated and unprovoked attack on Ukraine has resulted in an ongoing war, 
senseless violence, and Ukrainians forced to seek refuge in other countries," Mayorkas said in a 
statement. "In these extraordinary times, we will continue to offer our support and protection to 
Ukrainian nationals in the United States." 
 
The TPS designation is expected to benefit 75,100 Ukrainians in the U.S., according to a DHS 
estimate, including those on temporary student, tourist or business visas, which could lapse while 
fighting continues between the Russian military and forces defending Ukraine. Ukrainians who are 
in the U.S. without legal permission could also qualify. 
Approximately 4,000 Ukrainians are facing U.S. deportation proceedings, including nearly 3,000 
asylum-seekers, according to immigration court data compiled by researchers at Syracuse 
University. 
 
Designed for foreigners from countries plagued by war, natural calamities or other crises, TPS does 
not grant beneficiaries permanent U.S. status. It also only applies to people already in the U.S., not 
future arrivals from Ukraine, which has seen more than 1 million of its citizens flee to neighboring 
countries. 
 
DHS said the conditions in Ukraine justified a TPS designation, noting the Russian military offensive 
triggered "the largest conventional military action in Europe since World War II." The conflict, the 
department added, has led to food and water shortages, and prevented many Ukrainians from 
accessing medical services and shelter. 
 
Soon after Russia invaded Ukraine late last month, bipartisan groups of lawmakers in Congress and 
refugee advocates mounted a vocal advocacy campaign to pressure the Biden administration to 
shield Ukrainians in the U.S. from deportation. 
 
"As a result of today's decision, President Biden is once again making clear the United States will 
not relent in its support for the people of Ukraine in this dark moment in history," New Jersey 
Democratic Senator Bob Menendez said in a statement. 
 
Menendez, who chairs the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, urged the administration to also 
extend TPS protections to immigrants from Cameroon, Ethiopia and Afghanistan living in the U.S. 
"The United States must continue to lead the world as a safe haven for migrants who are unable to 
return home due to ongoing conflict and environmental disasters," he added. 
 
Earlier on Thursday, CBS News reported that U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
suspended deportations to Ukraine, Russia and seven other European countries. […] 
 
_ _ _ _ 
 


