
 
 

 

 
 
Evolving Communities 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section: 
English, Civics, World 
Issues (gr 9-12) 

Unit: 

Lesson Title: Maintaining Homeland I Number of periods: 
 
Half period 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

 

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 



 
 

 

 
 
Evolving Communities 

 

 
·  

Tangible cultural 
heritage = things 
that we can store 
or touch, exist 
physically 

 

Intangible cultural 
heritage = not 
physical items: 
concepts, ideas, 
exist intellectually 

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-Product 
F-formative S-summative 

·   

Time Lesson Sequence 
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Getting Started 
 

• This is the first activity focusing on maintaining homeland in a 
new country. This activity aims to reinforce the concepts of 
tangible and intangible cultural heritage.  

 
• Explain to students that newcomers bring parts of their 

cultural practices, beliefs and traditions to their new country in 
order to retain their identity and to help them connect to their 
roots and the “home” they left behind. 

 
Student Action 

• Review the images and descriptions attached below.  
 

• Using the space provided on the handout below, if the image 
depicts an intangible cultural heritage or a tangible cultural 
heritage.  
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• Students will share their findings with their tablemates to 
consolidate their learning before it is taken up as a whole 
class. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Consolidate & Reflect on it 
• Take this activity up as a class to reinforce understanding of 

the two different types of culture. 
 

• Offer students a preview of the following lesson (Homeland II) 
so that they may begin to think of personal connections in 
advance of the lesson. 

 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

Modifications for other courses 
 



 
 

 

 
 
Evolving Communities 

Maintaining Homeland I 
 

 
(https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/dabkeh-traditional-dance-in-palestine-01998#diaporama) 
Dabkeh is a popular group dance in Palestine that is accompanied by traditional wind instruments 
and popular singing. A social activity, it is performed in several regions during festivals, 
celebrations and events such as weddings and graduations. Dabkeh is performed by eleven 
dancers, regardless of gender. 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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(https://www.destinationtoronto.com/neighbourhoods/westside/little-italy)/ 
Little Italy in Toronto:  Little Italy is situated between Bathurst Street and Ossington Avenue and 
extends from Dundas to Harbord Street. This quaint district expresses a rich history dating back to 
the 1920s.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

https://www.destinationtoronto.com/neighbourhoods/westside/little-italy/
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(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinatown,_Ottawa#/media/File:Ottawa_Chinatown_Gate.jpg) 
 
Chinatown in Ottawa: Ottawa's Chinatown district is located along Somerset Street west of 
downtown Ottawa. It runs from Bay Street in the east to Preston Street in the west. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinatown,_Ottawa#/media/File:Ottawa_Chinatown_Gate.jpg
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(https://orthodoxtimes.com/museum-of-greek-canadian-heritage-in-canada/) 
Museum of Greek Canadian Heritage in Canada | Orthodox Times … 
This museum has as its goal the celebration of Greek Heritage and culture in Toronto. The 
province benefits from the diversity, culture, and heritage offered, 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  

https://orthodoxtimes.com/museum-of-greek-canadian-heritage-in-canada/
https://orthodoxtimes.com/museum-of-greek-canadian-heritage-in-canada/
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(https://www.tasteatlas.com/best-rated-dishes-in-afghanistan) 
Manti are traditional Turkish dumplings filled with spiced ground meat and onions. The dumplings 
are most commonly topped with a sauce consisting of yogurt and garlic. The name of the dish is 
derived from mantu, meaning dumplings, and they were originally brought over from Central Asia 
to Türkiye by nomadic Turkish tribes in the 13th century. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
  

https://www.tasteatlas.com/best-rated-dishes-in-afghanistan
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(https://www.tasteatlas.com/bolani) 
The Afghan bolani is a stuffed, pan-fried flatbread made with unleavened dough that is typically 
filled with a mixture of potato mash and various other ingredients such as spinach, spring onions, 
pumpkin, or even green or red lentils 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

https://www.tasteatlas.com/bolani
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(https://algonquintimes.com/arts-entertainment/explorer-ottawas-new-somalian-culture-museum-
is-the-first-in-canada/) 
Kaltoun Moussa holding a wooden stick that Somalians use to grind the crops at the Khayrhaye 
Somali Cultural Museum located in Ottawa. Somalians repeat the phrase in a song-like style  "The 
bottom part is making the grain well." Photo credit: Arty Sarkisian 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://algonquintimes.com/arts-entertainment/explorer-ottawas-new-somalian-culture-museum-is-the-first-in-canada/
https://algonquintimes.com/arts-entertainment/explorer-ottawas-new-somalian-culture-museum-is-the-first-in-canada/
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(https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/somali-cultural-museum-ottawa-khayrhaye-rideau-
location-1.6961953) 
A look inside the 'aqal Somali:  this is a traditional hut on display at the Somali Cultural Museum. 
The hut was built overseas, then disassembled and reassembled in Ottawa. The house is made of 
authentic materials shipped from overseas. (Hallie Cotnam/CBC) 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/somali-cultural-museum-ottawa-khayrhaye-rideau-location-1.6961953
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/somali-cultural-museum-ottawa-khayrhaye-rideau-location-1.6961953
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(https://torontoobserver.ca/2023/11/02/day-of-the-dead-toronto/) 
Ballet Folklorico Fandango Jaliscience made their way from Mexico to celebrate Dia de Muertos 
with Torontonians in November 2023.  The event was an “ofrenda” (“altar”)  to Mexico as a way to 
remember the home the directors left behind and a way to celebrate their roots. 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://torontoobserver.ca/2023/11/02/day-of-the-dead-toronto/
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(https://www.google.com/search?q=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&rlz=1CATAVM_e
nCA993&oq=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOT
IICAEQABgWGB7SAQg5MTgwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-
8&safe=active&ssui=on#lpg=cid:CgIgAQ%3D%3D,ik:CAoSLEFGMVFpcE9Lc3FRWWlQX29NdnV
ONGVjeUFOQm1WVkpOQjUyTEpBU3ZuQ0xY) 
La Bella Managua is a restaurant in Toronto, Ontario that specializes in serving Nicaraguan style 
cuisine. The restaurant features traditional Nicaraguan dishes. Managua is the capital of 
Nicaragua. 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&rlz=1CATAVM_enCA993&oq=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB7SAQg5MTgwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#lpg=cid:CgIgAQ%3D%3D,ik:CAoSLEFGMVFpcE9Lc3FRWWlQX29NdnVONGVjeUFOQm1WVkpOQjUyTEpBU3ZuQ0xY
https://www.google.com/search?q=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&rlz=1CATAVM_enCA993&oq=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB7SAQg5MTgwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#lpg=cid:CgIgAQ%3D%3D,ik:CAoSLEFGMVFpcE9Lc3FRWWlQX29NdnVONGVjeUFOQm1WVkpOQjUyTEpBU3ZuQ0xY
https://www.google.com/search?q=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&rlz=1CATAVM_enCA993&oq=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB7SAQg5MTgwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#lpg=cid:CgIgAQ%3D%3D,ik:CAoSLEFGMVFpcE9Lc3FRWWlQX29NdnVONGVjeUFOQm1WVkpOQjUyTEpBU3ZuQ0xY
https://www.google.com/search?q=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&rlz=1CATAVM_enCA993&oq=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB7SAQg5MTgwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#lpg=cid:CgIgAQ%3D%3D,ik:CAoSLEFGMVFpcE9Lc3FRWWlQX29NdnVONGVjeUFOQm1WVkpOQjUyTEpBU3ZuQ0xY
https://www.google.com/search?q=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&rlz=1CATAVM_enCA993&oq=La+Bella+Managua+restaurant+in+Torronto&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB7SAQg5MTgwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#lpg=cid:CgIgAQ%3D%3D,ik:CAoSLEFGMVFpcE9Lc3FRWWlQX29NdnVONGVjeUFOQm1WVkpOQjUyTEpBU3ZuQ0xY
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(https://prayersconnect.com/mosques/12427827-sudanese-islamic-center-toronto-ontario-canada# 
Photo Credit N AlRawahi 
Sudanese Islmaic Center is located in Toronto, Ontario. It  is a Sunni Islamic center that provides a 
welcoming space for the local Muslim community to pray.  The mosque is easily accessible for 
worshippers. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

https://prayersconnect.com/mosques/12427827-sudanese-islamic-center-toronto-ontario-canada
https://maps.google.com/maps/contrib/113353709761747541355
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