
 

 
 

 
 
Evolving Communities 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section:  
English, World History, 
Foods, Media (gr 9-12) 

Unit: 

Lesson Title: Remembering Home Number of periods: 
 
2-3 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

Gaining a better understanding on why certain migrant communities develop an enclave/area 
reminiscent of their home country, in their new country. 

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 



 

 
 

 
 
Evolving Communities 

 
 

- the concept of displaced persons 
- recognizing unique features of neighborhoods and 

communities 

 

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative 

·   

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Getting Started 
 
A. Share the backgrounder page (below) with students (either as a 

handout or show picture on screen and read)  
B. As a class consider the following for discussion/reflection:  

1. How does this place exist?    

2. Why a Little Havana? 

3. What are the connections between this place and its place of 

origin (Havana, Cuba)? 

4. How does having this place help displaced people?  
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Working on it 

 

C. Getting to know a similar place in a community, anywhere in 
the world. Have students complete the activity page – internet 
access will be needed. 
D. Educator can have students share their images and paragraph 
with the rest of the class.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Consolidate & Reflect on it 
 

 
E. Educator may choose to combine all questions from the 
activity page to create a Jeopardy game. 
F. Request students write a journal entry to reflect on what they 
learned from their research and their classmate’s research. 
 
Journal entry: 
Is there a place that is like Little Havana, or any of the similar places 
from the activity, near where you live? Are there any that you have 
visited/you would like to visit in Canada?  
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 
 
Modifications for other courses 
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Remembering Home - Backgrounder page 
 

 
(Photo credit: Karla Hernandez, Miami, July 2023) 
 
Backgrounder (from https://www.miamiandbeaches.com/neighborhoods/little-havana) 
Little Havana – the heart of Miami’s Cuban diaspora – is part of what makes Miami such a dynamic 
cultural destination. The neighborhood is centered around Calle Ocho (Southwest Eighth Street), a 
vibrant thoroughfare lined with Latin-inspired restaurants, bakeries, fruit stands, cigar shops, rum 
bars, art galleries and music venues. It’s also where you’ll find the famed Máximo Gómez Park 
(known as Domino Park), where locals gather to talk politics over heated games of dominoes. The 
street is lined with murals and other artwork, from the mosaic tiles near Domino Park depicting 
classic symbols of Cuban heritage – cigars, musical instruments and tropical fruit – to walls covered 
with portraits of Cuban legends, including revolutionary poet José Martí and beloved singer Celia 
Cruz. 
 
One of the best ways to dig into Cuban culture is through its food. Whether you make a pilgrimage 
to the classic, family-owned Versailles or pay a visit to one of Little Havana’s other top Cuban 
restaurants, you’re going to want to sample everything from strong, sweet Cuban coffee to the 
savory Cuban sandwich (made with roast pork, ham, Swiss cheese, pickles and yellow mustard 
pressed into crusty bread). These restaurants, which have a casual, convivial atmosphere, sport 
ventanitas (little windows), where you can order delectable treats on the go – try an empanada or a 
guava and cheese pastelito (pastry). Head to Azucar Ice Cream Company for artisanal ice cream 

https://www.miamiandbeaches.com/neighborhoods/little-havana
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and sorbet with tropical flavors. 
 
Little Havana’s arts and cultural scene is equally vibrant. The neighborhood plays host to the Calle 
Ocho Music Festival every March to celebrate Carnaval Miami, with big-name entertainers 
headlining the festivities. No matter when you visit Little Havana, you can always soak up the local 
art and culture at galleries and studios such as the Futurama 1637 Art Building and Molina Fine Art 
Gallery, or with an indie flick at the Tower Theater, which dates to 1926. One of the area’s best live 
music venues is the Cubaocho Museum & Performing Arts Center, which happens to be an excellent 
place to savor a mojito. 

Remembering Home – Activity Page 
 

Getting to know a similar place in a community, anywhere in the world. 
 
Here is a list of 12 places around the world that are like Little Havana. Choose one and find more 
information about it, including pictures. 
 

1. Chinatown, San Francisco, California (USA) 
2. Little India (Singapore) 
3. Greektown, Toronto (Canada)  
4. Little Africa Village, Paris (France) 
5. Mexicantown, Detroit, Michigan (USA) 
6. Chinatown, Cyrildene, Johannesburg (South Africa) 
7. Little Istanbul, Kreuzberg, Berlin (Germany) 
8. Koreatown, Los Angeles, California (USA) 
9. Icelandic Community, Gimli, Manitoba (Canada) 
10. Japantown, Liberdade, Sao Paulo (Brazil) 
11. Little India, Southall, London (England) 
12. Little Italy, Boston, Massachusetts (USA) 

 
Part A: Digital Collage  

o Find a few pictures from the area and do a similar collage as the one included in 
this lesson (pictures from Little Havana). 

o Write a little paragraph to accompany your collage, between 8 to 10 sentences. 
Consider including: 

▪ who are the residents of this area (historically or currently) 
▪ what are the visual or decorative features of the neighborhood 
▪ what businesses are in the neighborhood 
▪ what activities or events happen 
▪ what type of food or restaurants are there. 

 
Part B: Jeopardy – Questions to learn more about each community from the above list. 

o Come up with 5 questions about the community that you chose in part A 
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o Each question must increase in difficulty: 
▪ 100 points, question is easy to answer 
▪ 200 points, question requires some thinking 
▪ 300 points, question requires serious thinking 
▪ 400 points, question requires concentration and serious thinking 
▪ 500 points, question requires serious concentration  

 
 


