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This content includes real traumas and triumphs
of lived experiences of the communities studied;
it is recommended that educators know the
learners and the preparation they require
prior to accessing the material.

Teacher: Date: Period: Location:

Course and section: Unit:
English, Music, Civics,
World History (Grades

9-12)
Lesson Title: Number of periods:
The Refugee Experience 3

Curriculum Overall Expectations

Learning Goals
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In Period 1:

In Period 2:
do a presentation in front of the class.

In Period 3:

Students will work in groups and select three (3) songs from the first link. They will listen to
the lyrics and describe the details in the video to help them answer the questions.

Students will work in groups and select one (1) song from the second link. Students will then

Students present their findings on the Questions from Link 2

Prior Knowledge

Vocabulary & Specific
Terminology

Instruction Strategies

Assessment Strategies
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative

The teacher may choose to photocopy the handout
that contains the lyrics for each of the songs (Link
3). Teachers may use this lesson as an informal
evaluation to check for students’ understanding of
the reasons that refugees leave their homeland and
the hardships experienced in reaching their
destination. The lesson may also be used as a
formal assessment.
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Time

Lesson Sequence

Getting Started

Day 1:

World Refugee Day is an international day organized every year on
June 20 by the United Nations to celebrate and honour refugees
from around the world.

These 14 songs in the first link were compiled to commemorate
World Refugee Day. They capture the unique experiences of
refugees and migrants who are forced to flee their countries. These
songs were written and recorded by refugees.

LINK 1:

“14 Songs About The Refugee Experience To Listen To This World
Refugee Day”
https://mdcaridad.org/mdc-blog/14-songs-about-the-refugee-experience-to
-listen-to-this-world-refugee-day

Day 2:

In t¥1e second link there are 3 songs that also deal with people forced
to leave their countries. However, these songs are written by
musicians who are not refugees, but rather advocates for children
who are put in dangerous situations and who have their basic
human rights violated.

LINK 2:

“Rights of the Child” songs
https://docs.goodle.com/document/d/1INSTkDhVLIViMgkNPPtK4mt

sKdnl mLJfiAlYYCQPn-s8/edit

THIS LINK DOES NOT SEEM TO WORK

Evolving Communities
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MOVEMENT
Working on it
Have students complete the worksheets (below)
Consolidate & Reflect on it
Universal Design Specified IEP Accommodations Resources

Educator’s Lesson Reflections

Evolving Communities
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Modifications for other courses
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LINK 1 Worksheet:

“14 Songs About The Refugee Experience To Listen To This World Refugee Day”
https://mdcaridad.org/mdc-blog/14-songs-about-the-refugee-experience-to

-listen-to-this-world-refugee-day
Questions: Link 1

Choose any 3 of the songs provided and list your choices below:

Now answer the following questions based on your chosen songs.

1. What are some reasons that refugees are forced to flee their country? Be sure to identify the
song and specific lines in the song. Refer to specific lines in the songs.

2. What human rights were violated? Refer to the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights”.
(Attached)

3. ldentify some emotions that the artists felt during their journey to find safety? Refer to specific
words or lines in the songs.

4, What images are used to describe the refugees’ journey to find safety? Refer to specific words
orlines in the song. In your opinion, explain how these images are powerful.

5. Ifthe journey to find safety is perilous, why do you think refugees would take the risk? Refer to
specific words or lines in the songs to explain your answer

6. Hasthe refugee’s experience in their new “home” been always pleasant or what they expected?
Explain by referring to specific lines.

7. Explain why you chose these songs? You can refer to the genre (rap, hip hop, country, etc.), to
the mood (sad, hopeful, etc.), to the instruments (guitar, vocals, piano, etc.) or the overall
message of the song.

8. Explain how the music videos help reinforce the overall message and the experience of
refugees? Refer to one specific scene for each song chosen.

Evolving Communities
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LINK 2 Worksheet:

“Rights of the Child” songs
https://docs.aooale.com/document/d/AINSTKkDhVLIViMakNPPtK4mtsKdnl mLJfiAlYYCQPn-

s8/edit

Questions: Link 2

1. By referring the “Universal Declaration of the Rights of the Child”, (LINK:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child),
identify the rights that children are denied. B. Refer to specific words or lines in the songs
that reinforce these rights violations.

2. Choose 1 song to focus on and create a short 3-5 minute presentation on the
following:

a) The overall message of the song, providing specific examples

b) Explain how the music video reinforces the overall message of the
song, referring to at least 2 specific scenes

c) Explain why you chose this song. You may refer to the mood, theme,
instruments, lyrics, music genre, or message.

d) Explain how music can be a good method to convey a message.

Evolving Communities
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Simplified Version of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Summary of Preamble
The General Assembly recognizes that the inherent dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of
all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, human

rights

should be protected by the rule of law, friendly relations between nations must be fostered,

the peoples of the UN have affirmed their faith in human rights, the dignity and the worth of the
human person, the equal rights of men and women and are determined to promote social progress,
better standards of life and larger freedom and have promised to promote human rights and a
common understanding of these rights.

A summary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Everyone is free and we should all be treated in the same way.

Everyone is equal despite differences in skin colour, sex, disability, religion, language for
example.

Everyone has the right to life and to live in freedom and safety.

No one has the right to treat you as a slave nor should you make anyone your slave.

No one has the right to hurt you or to torture you.

Everyone has the right to be treated equally by the law.

The law is the same for everyone, it should be applied in the same way to all.

Everyone has the right to ask for legal help when their rights are not respected.

No one has the right to imprison you unjustly or expel you from your own country.
Everyone has the right to a fair and public trial.

Everyone should be considered innocent until guilt is proved.

Everyone has the right to ask for help if someone tries to harm you, but no one can enter
your home, open your letters or bother you or your family without a good reason.
Everyone has the right to travel as they wish.

Everyone has the right to go to another country and ask for protection if they are being
persecuted or are in danger of being persecuted.

Everyone has the right to belong to a country. No one has the right to prevent you from
belonging to another country if you wish to.

Everyone has the right to marry and have a family.

Everyone has the right to own property and possessions.

Everyone has the right to practise and observe all aspects of their own religion and change
their religion if they want to.

Everyone has the right to say what they think and to give and receive information.
Everyone has the right to take part in meetings and to join associations in a peaceful way.
Everyone has the right to help choose and take part in the government of their country.
Everyone has the right to social security and to opportunities to develop their skills.
Everyone has the right to work for a fair wage in a safe environment and to join a trade
union.

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure.

Everyone has the right to an adequate standard of living and medical help if they are ill.
Everyone has the right to go to school.

Everyone has the right to share in their community's cultural life.

Evolving Communities
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o Everyone must respect the 'social order' that is necessary for all these rights to be

available.

o Everyone must respect the rights of others, the community and public property.
¢ No one has the right to take away any of the rights in this declaration.

Source: The Human Rights Education Association

Link 3: Song Lyrics

A Safe Place To Land - Sara Bareilles & John Legend

When holding your breath is safer than
breathing

When letting go is braver than keeping
When innocent words turn to lies

And you can't hide by closing your eyes

When the pain is all that they offer
Like the kiss from the lips of a monster

You know the famine so well, but never met

the feast
When home is the belly of a beast

The ocean is wild and over your head
And the boat beneath you is sinking

Don't need room for your bags, hope is all
that you have

So say the Lord's Prayer twice, hold your
babies tight

Surely someone will reach out a hand
And show you a safe place to land

Oh, imagine yourself in a building

Up in flames, being told to stand still

The window's wide open, this is leap is on
faith

You don't know who will catch you, but
maybe somebody will

The ocean is wild and over your head
And the boat beneath you is sinking

Don't need room for your bags, hope is all
that you have

So say the Lord's Prayer twice, hold your babies
tight

Surely someone will reach out a hand

And show you a safe place to land

Be the hand of a hopeful stranger
Little scared, but you're strong enough
Be the light in the dark of this danger
'Til the sun comes up

Be the hand of a hopeful stranger
Little scared but you're strong enough
Be the light in the dark of this danger
"Til the sun comes up

Be the hand of a hopeful stranger
You're scared but you're strong enough
Be the light in the dark of this danger
"Til the sun comes up

'Til the sun comes up (Oh)

"Til the sun comes up ('Til the sun)

"Til the sun comes up (Ooh)

"Til the sun ('Til the sun)

Comes up

Source: Musixmatch
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Many Rivers To Cross - Jimmy Cliff
Many rivers to cross
But | can't seem to find my way over
Wandering | am lost
As | travel along the white cliffs of Dover

Many rivers to cross

And it's only my will that keeps me alive
I've been licked, washed up for years
And | merely survive because of my pride

And this loneliness won't leave me alone
It's such a drag to be on your own

My woman left me and she didn't say why
Well | guess, | have to try

Emigré by Alela Diane
Seabirds fly the salty wind
East to South, North to West
See us go, as they go, across the borderlines

| can feel the fear hang heavy on the water
Glinting sharply with the pale moonlight
Mothers hold on tightly to your children
The waves are breaking violently tonight

Seabirds fly the salty wind

East to South, North to West

Can we go, as they go, across the
borderlines?

| hear yelling, | hear crying, | hear praying
As the ocean threatens us on all four sides
The water rises deeper every minute

This vessel cannot bear the burden of our
load

Many rivers to cross

But just where to begin, I'm playing for time
There are times | find myself

Thinking of committing some dreadful crime

Yes, I've got many rivers to cross

But | can't seem to find my way over
Wandering | am lost

As | travel along the white cliffs of Dover

Source: LyricFind

Seabirds fly the salty wind

East to South, North to West

Can we go, as they go, across the
borderlines?

One by one the children have grown silent
From their mother's arms, they float away
The roaring sea will wash our quiet bodies
Upon the foreign shore, but our souls will find
a way

And with seabirds fly the salty wind
East to South, North to West
See us go, as they go, across the borderlines

Seabirds fly the salty wind
East to South, North to West
See us go, as they go, across the borderlines

Source: Musixmatch
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Many Rivers To Cross - Jimmy ClIiff
Many rivers to cross
But | can't seem to find my way over
Wandering | am lost
As | travel along the white cliffs of Dover

Many rivers to cross

And it's only my will that keeps me alive
I've been licked, washed up for years
And | merely survive because of my pride

And this loneliness won't leave me alone
It's such a drag to be on your own

My woman left me and she didn't say why
Well | guess, | have to try

Many rivers to cross

But just where to begin, I'm playing for time
There are times | find myself

Thinking of committing some dreadful crime

Yes, I've got many rivers to cross

But | can't seem to find my way over
Wandering | am lost

As | travel along the white cliffs of Dover

Source: LyricFind
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Running (Refugee Song) - Gregory Porter, Common & Keyon Harrold

Can you see strength in my eyes?

| used to sleep through the night

Then horror came, there were no lights

No sun just guns and was violent and we had
to run or die

I'm running, I'm running, I'm running, I'm
running

So much time wasted in tents, 17 years
inside a fence

| ran from the war, homeless, no school
No future, I'm a ghost but not finished | will
rise...

Say oh, I'm all alone

Say no, I'll never forget my home

I'm running from the place that | know
I'm running what direction should | go?
I'm running, so tired and so worn

| won't stop until I'm safe and strong

Where I'm running to is running through my
mind

Always on the run am | running out of time
Darkness my way | pray that the sun will
shine

| started at the bottom that was underlined
But the place where I'm from sometimes it's
undivine

| hear them songs of freedom the are running
through my mind

Close my eyes imagine a place next to me

Where | can no longer be labeled a refugee
Destiny calls somewhere down these dark
roads

Yeah, we the lost tribe but we found our
souls, cold rain

Old pain | left along the way but I'll fight
Through the night just to find a stronger day

I'm running from the place that | know
I'm running, what direction should | go?
I'm running, so tired and so worn

| won't stop until I'm safe and strong

Say you, had to flee the place you love
Say you, tough as nails when things got
rough

Say oh, many fathers told their sons
Say oh, and their daughters don't stop
running til you're home

Say oh, refugee song
Say oh, refugee son
Say oh, refugee son
Say oh, refugee son
Say oh, refugee son
Say oh, refugee son

Source: Musixmatch
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The Land That | Love - Scott Ainslee
I go to the market — in the town, ‘ | was born.

It’s full of cheap clothes from China — and
American corn.

But we have a small farm — that we water
with tears.

How can we compete? The gringo farms are
so big. Now we cannot stay here.

And why would | leave — the land that | love?
Consuela, Rosalita? Mama y Papa?

My grandfather’s bones are up on the hill.

If it weren't for low wages — I'd be living there
still.

So, we paid the coyotes. We rode in the van.
We walked in the desert; lost in this land.
Her feet were so blistered — that she could
not go on.

When | left her | kissed her. When | came
back, she was gone.

And why did we leave — the land that we
love?

Consuela, Rosalita? Mama y Papa?

My grandfather’s bones are up on the hill.

If it weren't for low wages — I'd be living there
still.

Who cares if your markets are free?
Look what you've done to my wife and me.
Who cares if your markets are free?

Jésus was a poor man — who suffered and
died:

A crown of thorns — spear in his side.

He said, ‘Father forgive them. They don’t
know what they do.’

But I'm sorry my friends, when we come to
the end, how can we say that of you.

And why would we leave — the land that we
love?

[Y porgue nos iriamos de la Tierra que
amamos?]

Consuela, Rosalita? Mama y Papa?
[Consuela, Rosalita? Mama y Papa?]

My grandfather’s bones are up on the hill.
[Los huesos de mi abuelo estan arriba del
cerro.]

If it weren’t for low wages,

[Si no fuera por salarios bajos,]

I'd be living there still.

[Todavia estaria viviendo ahi.]

Who cares if your markets are free?
Look what you've done to my wife and me.

https://cattailmusic.com/land-that-i-love/

Poor Wayfaring Stranger - American Folk Song

I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger
Traveling through this world below
There is no sickness, no toil, no danger
In that bright land to which | go

I'm going there to see my father

And all my loved ones who've gone on

I'm just going over Jordan
I'm just going over home

| know dark clouds will gather 'round me
| know my way is hard and steep

But beauteous fields arise before me
Where God's redeemed, their vigils keep
I'm going there to see my mother

She said she'd meet me when | come

So I'm just going over Jordan
I'm just going over home

I'm just going over Jordan

I'm just going over home
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Follow me by Moxie Raia and Wyclef Jean

Follow me, | am on your side
But we don't have much time
Mama said there's a war
outside

Only the strong survive

I might be in this bed for the
last time

All | really want is some
peace of mind

Seems like the blind still lead
in the blind

Rumors of war on the
borderline

When we ask a question, no
one knows

Tell me, what the hell are we
fighting for?

Best friends turned to foes,
test the time

Lovers turned to strangers
overnight
Whoa-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh
Whoa-oh-oh-oh-oh

Whoa-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh
Lovers turned to strangers
overnight

Follow me, | am on your side
But we don't have much time
Mama said there's a war
outside

Only the strong survive
Sipping on this drink for the
last time

All I really wanted is a peace
of mind

War is gonna be, is gonna be
But at least | got you and you
got me
Whoa-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh
Whoa-oh-oh-oh-oh
Whoa-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh
But at least | got you and you
got me

Follow me, | am on your side
But we don't have much time
Mama said there's a war
outside

Only the strong survive

Tell me that it's part of the
plan

Why am | sinking like
quicksand?

You tell me that it's part of the
jam

Why is no one dancing with
the band?

Follow me, | am on your side
But we don't have much time
Mama said there's a war
outside

Only the strong survive
Follow me, | am on your side
(I am on your side)

But we don't have much time
(oh, we don't have much
time)

Mama said there's a war
outside (hmm)
Only the strong survive

Source: Musixmatch
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Alien — Coldplay
We were just about to lose
our home
Diamonds ate the radio
Moving in the dead of night
We took photographs just
some just so
History someone to know
We were moving at the
speed of flight

Kids cry
If you want to
That's alright
If you want to
Hold me
Hold me tight

Just an alien

To Be Free — Passengers
Fine land, New Jersey
Found land stretching
Far as the eye can see
Not much down there, but
Sun scorched pastures in
Nineteen-fifty-three
The war is over
And they came searching
For a place to be
They left the Rhineland they
Lost their homeland, and
All their family

Like feathers on the ocean
breeze

They went spinning and
tumbling 'cross the sea
Never know where they'd

We were hovering without a
home

Millions are UFO

Hovering in hope some
scope tonight

Sees the light and says

Fly if you want to

That's alright

But if you want to

Call me

Call this line

Just an alien

Just an alien

Oh, we just want to get home
again

Tell your leader
Sir or ma'am

We come in peace
We mean no harm

Searching for a place
To be free

Sun burn summers and
Frost by winter

The kids were plainly dressed
Left the farmhouse when
He was old enough, and
Headed out west

From California

To southern Africa

And all the way to France
And on to England, to
Meet my mother in
Nineteen-eighty-one

Like feathers on the ocean
breeze
He went spinning and

Somewhere out there

In the unknown

All the E.T.'s are phoning
home

Watching my life

On the skyline

Crossing your eyes
All a lifetime

Just an alien (moving target)
Target movement

Oh, we just want to get home
again

Of the space time

Turning forward

Turning pages

Over Asia

Crossing ages

Just an alien

Oh, we just want to get home
again

Like heather on the hillside
He were bruised and they
were battered by the breeze
Searching for a place

To be free

Oh, and like a seed

That is flying in the wind

In search of water, soil, and
sun

And the birds and the bees
To have it all along

Now, here | am

Thirty-three years done
Two-thousand-seventeen
I've seen the Rhineland, I've
Been to Vineland, I'm

A feather on the breeze
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come down
Or who they'd be

Like heather on the hillside
They were bruised and they
were battered by the breeze

1x1 - Cold War Kids
In a flash of sleep
The dream that broke my
heart
There were no border lines
Keeping us apart

But then | wake up

To the sound of crying kids
No mothers here to hold
We can only wish

So I'll sing you a song
To show you my mind
It's all that | can do

To help us pass the time

One by one

We will come

You make me wait
Counting my mistakes

One by one

We will come

You make me wait at the gate
To see your face again

tumbling 'cross the sea
Never know where he'd come
down

Or who he'd be

Walked a thousand miles
To this promised land
But little did we know
We were already damned

How can | find sleep

When they wont turn off the
light

My stomachs rumbling

No more dreams tonight

I'll sing you a song
'Cuz I'm so far down
The hardest thing to do
It's make a joyful sound

One by one

We will come

You make me wait
Counting my mistakes

Source: LyricFind

One by one (one by one)
We will come

You make me wait

At the gates to see your face
again

One by one

We will come

One by one

One by one

You make me wait
Counting my mistakes

One by one (One by one)
We will come

You make me wait

You make me wait
Counting my mistakes

Source: Musixmatch
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Vayan Al Norte by Eliza Gilkyson
We never ask for a handout
Or more than our fair share of pay
Downtown you all know where we stand
Out looking for work by the day
You don't ask why our farms were
abandoned
Or of our choice between vida y muerte
Or why we would take such a gamble
Por las esperanzas del Norte

Vayan al Norte, vayan al Norte...

From Oaxaca to El Paradero
Survival our deepest desire

From the barbed wire de La Frontera
From the frying pan into the fire
Laying low como ladrones

En una tierra de puertas cerradas
Aun podemos escuchar las voces
De nuestros perdidos amados

Vayan al Norte, vayan al Norte
Digan adios y salgan ahora
Atravesan el rio

Queridos no lloran

Vayan con dios y vayan al Norte

Nos despertan en medio del sueno

Las caras de nuestros viejos

Saludan con las manos cansadas

Por ultima vez, adios

Y ahora nunca regresaremos

Y pasamos por su mundo como sombras
Pero una vida nueva hacemos

Aqui en las tierras del Norte

Vayan al Norte...
Atraviesen el rio
Cantan no lloran

Vayan con dios y vayan al Norte

https://genius.com/Eliza-gilkyson-vayan-
al-norte-lyrics
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Coming to America - K’naan (Very Explicit lyrics)

| came out of a killer, neighborhood called
River

Where life expectancy is shorter than a
caterpillar

| was once a gorilla, and this show was
my cage

My trainer was the gauge, AK was my
baby sitter

When we be out and looted, the whole
city was shooting

| know it's fucked up but somehow, this
army came soothing

Niggas heard African rappers and thought
about them foofoo

You superman, tell the real soldier boy
come to shoot you

Sexual intercourse what you in nigga
Fuck what you heard, yeah nigga

Come walk in the dark no fear nigga

It's a dry in my eyes no tear nigga
Working malaria, your hood can't really
compare here

Got keys, they really love barrier

Come near here, I'm daring you

I'll shoot you not being afraid like gave
you rock and lemonade

Blew up my school at the 8th grade while
playing catch with a hand grenade

Yeap, that's a true story, this ain't
Hollywood glory

| ain't the prince of Zamunda my life is too
gory

I'm tired of always going through barriers
| just wanna live a good life

So I'm coming, coming to America,

| hope we gonna have a good time

Baby thanks for letting me marry ya

A green card sure looks fine

So I'm coming, coming to America,

| hope we gonna have a good time

Now my second home city, what can | say
It took my fucking heart from me

Oh yeah, that mean it never got no bars
for me

T-dot O to the M**f** dot B

And the Rexdale project ?

F*** puck but it ain't no hockey

When the cops came, they knocked me,
they got me

| had to flee, they said to bargain, | had to
plea

So | crossed the border while they put a
warrant out for me

I'm tired of always going through barriers
| just wanna live a good life

So I'm coming, coming to America,

| hope we gonna have a good time

Baby thanks for letting me marry ya

A green card sure looks fine

So I'm coming, coming to America,

| hope we gonna have a good time

| know, everywhere in the world, got his
problems

Everybody got the dream, of the greens,
to dollars

But some of us are dying in the streets
can you figure out

Even in America, they hear is me to tick it
out

| know, everywhere in the world, got his
problems

Everybody got the dream, of the greens,
to dollars

But some of us are dying in the streets
can you figure out

Even in America, they hear is me to tick it
out

I'm tired of always going through barriers
| just wanna live a good life

So I'm coming, coming to America,

| hope we gonna have a good time

Baby thanks for letting me marry ya

A green card sure looks fine

So I'm coming, coming to America,
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| played the judge part pardon if I'm | hope we gonna have a good time.
larceny | hope we gonna have a good time.

| hope we gonna have a good time.
Source: LyricFind

Uphill (American Dream) by Chuck Cheesman
(Lyrics difficult to find)

Bombs Turn Into Roses by Maya Youssef
(Lyrics difficult to find)
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