
 
 

 

 
 
In Search of Safety 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section: 
Senior Social Sciences, 
English, Media, 
Photography, Visual Arts, 
Anthro/Psych/Sociology 

Unit: 

Lesson Title: Barriers to Safe Harbour Number of periods: 2 
 
 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

• To Identify the physical, emotional, and psychological barriers to fleeing. 
• To understand the government influence in creating barriers 
• Examine the lack of empathy of others regarding the barriers 

 
 

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 
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Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-Product 
F-formative S-summative 

  

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Getting Started 
 

1. Discuss the various physical barriers faced by asylum seekers and 
refugees fleeing their country of origin in search of safety.  
 

2. Have students view the following images (see images below).  Print 
and post around the classroom (see below). Students can use sticky 

              notes as they view each image and provide their initial  
              reactions/thoughts to the physical barriers faced by asylum seekers 
              and refugees fleeing their country of origin in search of safety. 
 

3. In groups and using the resources provided as a starting point, 
examine the physical barriers that have been put in place in the 
following countries to restrict the entry of migrants. Assign one 
country per group and then have one student from each group 
share back their finding to the class (see Barrier Worksheet below). 
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Calais, France 
 
France: Degrading Treatment of Migrants Around Calais | Human Rights 
Watch 
 
French police clear hundreds of migrants from Calais camp 
 
'Like torture’: Calais police accused of continued migrant rights abuses | 
Global development | The Guardian 
 
Migrants' dangerous 'cat and mouse' game to enter the UK from Calais 
(video 3:36 mins) 
 
 
 
England 
DANGEROUS footage of 15-year old migrant trying to break into Britain: 
French are 'overwhelmed' (video 7:34 mins) 
 
United States 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/texas-troopers-accounts-of-
bloodied-and-drowning-migrants-on-u-s-mexico-border-unleashes-criticism 
 
https://www.reuters.com/world/migrants-cross-into-texas-undeterred-by-
razor-wire-or-new-asylum-rules-2023-09-28/ 
 
Borders and Walls: Do Barriers Deter Unauthorized Migration? 
 
Immigration and Deportation at Ellis Island | American Experience | Official 
Site | PBS 
 
Ellis Island Welcomed Thousands to America—But It Was Also a Detention 
Center 
 
 
Darien Gap 
W5: Darien Gap https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_bKANcqJDY 
 
 
Canada 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/u-s-canada-shut-down-loophole-that-

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/10/07/france-degrading-treatment-migrants-around-calais#:%7E:text=Police%20conducted%20more%20than%20950,monitors%20police%20evictions%20of%20these
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/10/07/france-degrading-treatment-migrants-around-calais#:%7E:text=Police%20conducted%20more%20than%20950,monitors%20police%20evictions%20of%20these
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20231010-french-police-clear-hundreds-of-migrants-from-calais-camp
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/jan/13/like-torture-calais-police-accused-of-continued-migrant-rights-abuses
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/jan/13/like-torture-calais-police-accused-of-continued-migrant-rights-abuses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=li_DK-fs_Nw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKv63hckA9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKv63hckA9Q
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/texas-troopers-accounts-of-bloodied-and-drowning-migrants-on-u-s-mexico-border-unleashes-criticism
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/texas-troopers-accounts-of-bloodied-and-drowning-migrants-on-u-s-mexico-border-unleashes-criticism
https://www.reuters.com/world/migrants-cross-into-texas-undeterred-by-razor-wire-or-new-asylum-rules-2023-09-28/
https://www.reuters.com/world/migrants-cross-into-texas-undeterred-by-razor-wire-or-new-asylum-rules-2023-09-28/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/borders-and-walls-do-barriers-deter-unauthorized-migration
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/goldman-immigration-and-deportation-ellis-island/#:%7E:text=The%20disease%20most%20feared%20was,lead%20to%20blindness%20and%20death.&text=Once%20registered%2C%20immigrants%20were%20free,in%20a%20warren%20of%20rooms
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/goldman-immigration-and-deportation-ellis-island/#:%7E:text=The%20disease%20most%20feared%20was,lead%20to%20blindness%20and%20death.&text=Once%20registered%2C%20immigrants%20were%20free,in%20a%20warren%20of%20rooms
https://time.com/5752116/ellis-island-immigration-detention-center/
https://time.com/5752116/ellis-island-immigration-detention-center/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_bKANcqJDY
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/u-s-canada-shut-down-loophole-that-let-asylum-seekers-cross-border
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Consolidate & Reflect on it 
 
 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

Modifications for other courses 
 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/u-s-canada-shut-down-loophole-that-let-asylum-seekers-cross-border
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Barrier Worksheet 
 
 
Country:  
 
 

Restrictions Impact on the individual 
Physical Barriers (fencing, walls, etc.) 
 

 
 
 

Psychological (mental health, well-being)  
 
 

Systemic (government, etc)  
 
 

 
Human Rights Violations: 
 
 
 
How are local citizens supporting the restrictive barrier or the migrant? 
 


