
 
 

 

 
 
In Search of Safety 
 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section: 
English, Media Studies, 
Science, Civics, World 
Issues, Psychology, 
Anthropology, Sociology  

Unit: 

Lesson Title: The Dangers of Migration Journeys Number of periods: 
4 
 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

• Students will explore and demonstrate an understanding of the risks involved in 
migration. 

 
• Students will explore a variety of authentic voice texts and make global connections to 

the migration journey. 
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Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 

 
 

·   

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative 

·   

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Getting Started 
 

• The types of journeys covered in the article include: journey 
on foot, stowaways in cars, trucks, trains or other vehicles, 
journey by boat, and stowaway on flights. 

 
• Display the article, Hidden from sight: The dangers of 

clandestine migration journeys by Sertan Sanderson on a 
Smart Board or projector screen and read as a whole class.  

 
 

https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/45077/hidden-from-sight-the-dangers-of-clandestine-migration-journeys
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/45077/hidden-from-sight-the-dangers-of-clandestine-migration-journeys
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Working on it 
 

• Students will complete the question worksheet (included below). 
• Take up answers as a class. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Consolidate & Reflect on it 
 
 

• Teachers may continue this unit by doing the lesson on 
“Perils of Boat Crossing”.  

 
 

• Extension: Students will complete a research assignment 
on the types of migrant journeys. 

 
• Students will be given choices of articles to read or videos 

to watch and present their work as a newspaper article (if 
viewing a video) or creating a video (if reading an article).  

 
• Students may also choose their own article or video with 

the teacher’s permission.  
 

o Assignment sheet handouts (with videos and 
articles with possible videos and articles listed) 
included below. 

 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 
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Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

Modifications for other courses 
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Worksheet: “Hidden from Sight: The Dangers of Clandestine Migration Journeys” 
By Sertan Sanderson 
Read the article here 
 
Questions: 
 
Vocabulary in Context 

1. Based on the context of the article, define the following words: 
o Clandestine 
o Stowaway 
o Extortion 
o Smuggler 
o Hypothermia 
o Hypoxia 

 
Analyzing the Title 

2. How is the title "Hidden from Sight" effective? 
o Provide two specific examples from the article to support your answer. 

 
Changing Terminology 

3. In the past, the term “illegal migrant” was commonly used to describe people traveling 
without proper documentation. However, this term has been replaced by terms like 
“irregular migrant” or “undocumented migrant.” 

 
Instructions: 

o Read this document and answer the following questions: 
A. Why was the term changed? 
B. How is the term “irregular migrant” better than “illegal migrant”? 
 

A. Fill in the chart below. Use your own words where possible. The first row has been 
filled out as an example: 

Year Key Institutions that 
recognize the term 
“irregular”  

What was requested and achieved 

1975 United Nations 
General Assembly 

Requested that UN agencies use on all official 
documents the term “undocumented” or “irregular” 

   

   

   

https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/45077/hidden-from-sight-the-dangers-of-clandestine-migration-journeys
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2018/09/TerminologyLeaflet_EN_PICUM.pdf
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Statistics on Migrant Deaths 

4. A. Since 2014, how many migrants have died along migration routes worldwide? 
B. Where were most of these migrants heading? 

 
Transportation Challenges 

5. Using the article, describe the complications migrants face with different modes of 
stowaway transportation: 

o On foot: 
o Inside vehicles: 
o By boat: 

 
Stowaway Passenger Risks 

6. Read this related article: “Fatal Journeys: The Realities Behind Travel as a Stowaway 
Passenger”. 
A. Complete the chart below to explain why traveling as a stowaway on a plane is perilous: 
Factors to consider Survivable  Nonsurvivable and consequences 

Temperature 
 

  

Air pressure 
 

  

Oxygen 
 

  

Wheel wells 
 

  

 
B. Explain how migrants can survive the journey as stowaways. 
 
C. Identify who is most likely to survive such a journey and who might face greater risks. 
Justify your answer. 
 
D. Define the following terms: 

o Poikilothermic 

https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/19120/fatal-journeys-the-realities-behind-travel-as-a-stowaway-passenger
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/19120/fatal-journeys-the-realities-behind-travel-as-a-stowaway-passenger
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o Consciousness 
o Unconsciousness 
o Deep vein thrombosis 
o Aneurysm 

 
Clandestine Journeys 

7. Why do politicians and activists consider every migrant journey as “clandestine”? 
 
Visual Analysis 

8. Analyze the images presented in the article. How do these visuals: 
A. Reinforce the main ideas? 
B. Appeal to the reader’s emotions (pathos)? Use two specific images from the article to 
support your response. 
 

Assignment – Video Analysis 
Option 1: Writing a News Article 
You are a reporter for CNN, tasked with reporting on a migration journey. Your goal is to write an 
accurate, unbiased news article based on one of the videos provided below. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Choose a video from the list below and watch it carefully to gather information for your 
article. 
 

2. Write a news article following these guidelines: 
o Use the inverted pyramid structure to organize the information. (For more on this, 

refer to: Inverted Pyramid Guide) 
o Answer the 5 W’s and H: 

 Who (people involved in the incident) 
 What (what happened, including consequences) 
 Where (location of the event) 
 When (time it occurred) 
 Why (reasons behind the incident) 
 How (factors or manner in which it occurred) 

o Include two quotes from individuals featured in the video or context. 
o Write in third person (avoid “I” or “we”) and maintain an unbiased tone. 
o Avoid contractions (e.g., write "do not" instead of "don’t"). 

 
3. Structure your article as follows: 

o Include a headline and byline (your name and “CNN Reporter”). 
o Add the date of publication. 
o Write 200-250 words. 

 
Videos to Choose From: 

• “DANGEROUS footage of 15-year-old migrant trying to break into Britain” 

https://www.schooljournalism.org/what-comes-around-goes-around-the-inverted-pyramids-popularity-soars-in-a-digital-age/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKv63hckA9Q
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• “Drowning, kidnap, and jaguars - travelling the deadly Darien Gap migrant route” 
• “Rescued African migrants say they are fleeing slavery” 
• “Riding 'The Death Train' to America's border” 
• “Moment Calais migrants jumped onboard lorries” 
• “39 people found dead in lorry trailer in UK” 
• “Man apprehended after emerging from the wheel well of airplane” 
• “Refugees on the Canary Islands” 
• “Europe’s Migration Crossing Points Captured in Six Films” 

 
Option 2: Video News Report 
You are still a CNN reporter, but for this part, you’ll create a video news report based on one of the 
articles listed below. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Choose an article from the list below and read it carefully. 
 

2. Create a video report based on the article, following these guidelines: 
o Structure your report using the inverted pyramid format. 
o Clearly answer the 5 W’s and H: 

 Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How. 
o Include two quotes from individuals mentioned in the article. 
o Maintain a neutral tone and do not give personal opinions. 
o Speak clearly, look into the camera, and ensure your voice is loud enough. 

 
3. Video Specifications: 

o Length: 5-10 minutes. 
o Present your report in a professional and engaging manner. 

 
Articles to Choose From: 

• “Deadly transport: More trucks are smuggling migrants in trailers” 
• “Border agents find migrants hiding in pickup truck bed, aboard train” 
• “Stowaways: 'The man who fell from the sky' - and the one who survived” 
• “Afghanistan: Families left behind after relatives fell from plane” 
• “Migrants smuggled from Romania in 'horror box'” 
• “Man accused of smuggling migrant family who froze to death at border” 
• “UK: Smuggler jailed over October 2019 Vietnamese migrant lorry deaths” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzdkmb5Zjas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnSgWGUJ3jE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSwwO00qeB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvWlNsnM7eE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nT2CG1l7et4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNDOYMbE1ds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2j26q1byUc
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/voices/europe-s-migration-crossing-points-captured-six-films
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/deadly-transport-trucks-are-smuggling-migrants-trailers-rcna92671
https://www.foxnews.com/us/border-agents-find-migrants-hiding-pickup-truck-bed-aboard-train-large-groups-continue-cross-into-us
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/29651/stowaways-the-man-who-fell-from-the-sky--and-the-one-who-survived
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/35199/afghanistan-families-left-behind-after-relatives-fell-from-plane
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/38447/migrants-smuggled-from-romania-in-horror-box
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/patel-family-death-accused-human-smuggler-1.7092020
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/39384/uk-smuggler-jailed-over-october-2019-vietnamese-migrant-lorry-deaths

