
 
 

 

 
 
In Search of Safety 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section:  
grades 11 and 12 – 
Arts (Music), English, 
World Issues, World 
History 

Unit: 

Lesson Title: Imagine – ‘Refugee’ and ‘Country’ as 
Constructs  

Number of periods: 
 30 min to 1 hour 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

to examine, unpack and discuss the idea that without ‘country’, refugees would not exist.  
What would it look like to live in a world without national borders and in turn, without 
refugees.   

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 
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· n/a 
 

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-
Product F-formative S-summative 

·   

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Getting Started 
 
As a class, create a working definition of the word CONSTRUCT 
and write it on the board.   
 
(For educator reference- Definition from the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary:  Social construct is an idea that has been created and 
accepted by the people in a society.  Class distinctions are a social 
construct.) 
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Working on it 

Listen to the song ‘Imagine’ by John Lennon (once or twice). 
Distribute hard copy or project lyrics on the class whiteboard.  Copy 
is provided below.   
 
 
Activity – Four Corners – Teacher assigns each corner in the 
room as a response (Agree/Disagree/Strongly Agree/Strongly 
Disagree) using a sign in each corner (signs included at bottom of 
lesson plan). After listening to and reading the song, ask the 
students the comments listed below.  Teacher will read one 
question/comment at a time.  Students will move to the sign 
(Agree/Disagree/Strongly Agree/Strongly Disagree) they feel best 
represents their thoughts about each specific question.  Teacher 
can ask students to explain why they align with the sign they’re 
standing under.  
 
 
Questions/Comments for Four Corners: 
 
The world would be a better place without borders/countries. 
Without borders, people wouldn’t have to move. 
The world would be a better place without religion. 
The world would be a better place without material possessions. 
If there weren’t borders, people wouldn’t be hungry. 
If there weren’t borders, war wouldn’t exist. 
Without countries, people would lose their traditions.  
Without countries, people would lose their identity.   
Borders were created to keep certain people out.   
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Consolidate & Reflect on it 
 
At the end of this resource are two copies of ‘Synthesizing my 
learning’.  Make copies and hand out one of these exit tickets to 
each student.  Have them reflect on their learning and record some 
ideas and thoughts.  Students hand these in before leaving the 
class.  
 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For 
all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

Modifications for other courses 
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Imagine                   
By John Lennon 
 
Imagine there's no heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us, only sky 
Imagine all the people 
Livin' for today 
Ah 
 
Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion, too 
Imagine all the people 
Livin' life in peace 
You 
 
You may say I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one 
 
Imagine no possessions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world 
You 
 
You may say I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one 
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Synthesizing My learning 
 
3 -three things you 
learned or found 
interesting 
 
 

 
 

2 – two things I still 
wonder about  

 
 
 
 
 

1- one connection I have 
made   
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3 -three things you 
learned or found 
interesting 
 
 

 

2 – two things I still 
wonder about  

 
 
 
 
 

1- one connection I have 
made   
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AGREE 
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STRONGLY 
AGREE 
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DISAGREE 
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STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

 


