
  

 
 

   

 
 
In Search of Safety  

This content includes real traumas and triumphs of 
lived experiences of the communities studied; it is 

recommended that educators know the learners and 
the preparation they require prior to accessing the 

material. 

Teacher: Date Period: Location 

A. Course and 
section: grades 
9-12; English, 
Law, 
Philosophy, 
History, World 
Issues, 
Psyc/Soc/Anth 

Unit:   

Lesson Title: In Search of a Perfect World - Documentary Number of periods: 

1+  
Curriculum Overall Expectations 
 

Learning Goals 
Students will watch the CBC documentary “In search of a Perfect World” This video 
(44 minutes) is a special documentary presentation, where former CBC News chief 
correspondent Peter Mansbridge and Claus Kleber explore a world where human 
rights are neither universally accepted, nor even agreed upon. On the Declaration's 
70th anniversary, the chief correspondents demonstrate how the world is witnessing a 
departure from the core principles that countries in the United Nations signed and 
agreed to protect — even in Western countries. 
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Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 

  

Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-Product F-formative S-summative 

 In order to play the video, teachers need to create a 
free account. The documentary is free to watch. 

Time Lesson Sequence 
 Getting Started 

Hand out the questions to the students (included at end 
of this lesson). Click on the link below. 

“In Search of a Perfect World” Documentaries 
CBC GEM Special Documentary 

https://gem.cbc.ca/in-search-of-a-perfect-
world?autoplay=1 
You may want to pause the video after each question, 
so that students can write their answers. Go over the 
students’ answers after viewing the documentary. 

 Working on it 
 

https://gem.cbc.ca/in-search-of-a-perfect-world?autoplay=1
https://gem.cbc.ca/in-search-of-a-perfect-world?autoplay=1
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 Consolidate & Reflect on it 

*Note that an answer sheet is provided following the 
question sheets. 

Universal Design Modifications 
(For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

 

Modifications for other courses 
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“In Search of Perfect World” Documentary 
As you watch the video, answer the following questions. 

1. Give THREE pieces of historical information regarding the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. (egs. year it was created, who created it, why was it created, 
how many rights are included) 

 

2. What are the TWO human rights that the reporter was interested in investigating 
in the Guatemalan community? 

 

3. There is a conflict between Canadian companies and the Mayans living in 
Guatemala. 

A. Explain the conflict. Provide as many details as possible. 
 

B. What human rights are being infringed upon? Explain how these rights are 
being infringed. 
 

4. Explain why many people are forced to leave their village and country? (In other 
words, what would happen to them if they stayed in their village and country?) 
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5. In Dadaab, Kenya, there are 18 million people who are displaced. What does 
“displaced” mean? 

Most of the refugees in Dadaab are from Somalia. 

A. Why did Taliya leave Somalia? 
 

B. According to Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
everyone is entitled to a decent standard of living. Explain how this right is 
not honoured in the refugee camp run by the United Nations? 
 

6.  Why are the Somalians forced to leave the camp? 
 

B. For those who cannot return to Somalia, where will they be forced to go? 
 

7.  Article 14 of the Declaration states that everyone has a right to seek and enjoy in 
other countries asylum of persecution. What does asylum of persecution mean? 
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B. How do the medical conditions in Moria, Greece make it difficult for 
refugees to live in the town? 
 

C. Are these conditions done intentionally? Explain 
 

D. How is this an infringement on the rights of the refugees? 
 

A. How does the Prime Minister of Hungary strike fear in the citizens? 
 

A. What is one right in the Declaration that Hungarians are losing? 
 

B. According to Canadian who runs the CEU school, why are Hungarians 
losing this right? 
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C. Article 19 of the Declaration states people have freedom of the press. Why 
do you think reporters are a threat to a country to the point they are 
murdered or imprisoned? 

 

D. Why would a journalist put their life in danger? 
 

10. Even though China signed the Declaration of Independence in 1948, it never 
honoured it. Explain why China has not respected it by referring to “universal 
control”,” zero privacy”, “collective human rights rather than individual rights”, 
“creating a strong middle class “. 

 

A. For Canada’s Indigenous people, how does Canada’s human rights remain 
unfulfilled? Provide THREE specific examples. 

 

B. What are some consequences of these unfulfilled human rights? 
 

C. In reference to the problems Indigenous communities are facing, how does 
this quote apply: “Goodwill begins at home”? 
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12.   
A. Although many countries have signed the Declaration, changes don’t occur 

because of those signatures. According to Eleanor Roosevelt, real change 
can only occur when the changes are in the hearts of people. What did 
Roosevelt mean by this? 
 

B. As a citizen of Canada and a citizen of the world, what changes can you 
make to make this world a better one? 
 

13. NGOs are nonprofit organizations that help countries in need of financial, political 
or medical help. Wonderful volunteers invest their time, months or years overseas 
to help people. Research what these NGOs do: 

A. Doctors Without Borders 
 

B. Care Canada 
 

C. Amnesty International 
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A. “Justice is the sum of all moral duty”- William Godin 
Choose THREE rights from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that 
you consider to be very important to you. Explain, by using the above 
quote, how fulfilling your moral duty to these human rights would promote 
justice. 
[For example, freedom of expression is important to you. Although you have 
a right to express your views, your moral duty is to express yourself in a 
manner that does not hurt another person because of their cultural, religious 
or political beliefs.] 

B. It is stated in the Article 1 of the Declaration that we should take care of 
each other in the spirit of “humanity”. Why would people and governments 
be opposed to helping people from other countries, such as refugees? 
 

C. Do you agree with Article 1 of the Declaration? 
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“In Search of Perfect World” Documentary – Possible Answers 
1. Give THREE pieces of historical information regarding the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights. (egs. year it was created, who created it, why was it created, 
how many rights are included) 

In 1948 world countries of the UN got together to sign the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

It was drafted by human rights advocate Canadian John Humphrey. 

It has 30 Articles and states that every human being is entitled to liberty, equality, 
dignity and well-being. 

This followed World War II. The purpose was to foster peace and communication 
among countries and prevent war in the future. 

2. What are the TWO human rights that the reporter was interested in investigating in 
the Guatemalan community? 

-The Right to Life 
-The Right to Equality before the law 

3. There is a conflict between Canadian companies and the Mayans living in 
Guatemala. 

A. Explain the conflict. Provide as many details as possible. 
Canadian companies are trying to build mines on Indigenous lands 
(Mayans). The Mayans are being repressed because their right to security, 
life and equality are not being respected. Their voice isn’t being heard.The 
Mayans aren’t be consulted with. The companies aren’t asking their 
permission. Angelica’s husband was murdered for standing up for his rights. 
Angelica’s nephew had been beaten six months prior. 
Angelica thinks that the murderers mistook the nephew for her son, Jose. 
Since then, Jose has fled to Canada for safety. 
Hernandez was shot. When he and Angelica brought the case to court, the 
jude dismissed it and charged them with obstruction of justice. 
What human rights are being infringed upon? Explain how these rights are 
being infringed upon. 
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Right to equality before the law- no one is supposed to be discriminate, but 
Angelia and Hernandez were discriminate because theyr are Indigenous. 
Right to safety- They aren’t safe on their land. The companies are violent 
and killed Angelica’s husband. The son had to flee the country 
Right to life- Angelica’s husband was killed. The mayans are denied having 
a quality life since mines are being built. 

4. Explain why many people are forced to leave their village and country? (In other 
words, what would happen to them if they stayed in their village and country?) 

Mayans are forced to leave because their lives are in danger. They are in search for 
safety. 

5. In Dadaab, Kenya, there are 18 million people who are displaced. What does 
“displaced” mean? 

Most of the refugees in Dadaab are from Somalia. 
A. Why did Taliya leave Somalia? 

There was a drought that killed their livestock. There isn’t any food, so 
people are starving. 

B. According to Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states 
that everyone is entitled to a decent standard of living. Explain how is this 
right not honoured in the refugee camp run by the United Nations? 
There is lack of nutrition, so health is very poor. Living conditions are poor. 

6.   
A. Why are the Somalians forced to leave the camp? 

They believe terrorists are hiding in the camps so the refugees will have to 
find a new exodus, a new refugee camp. 

B. For those who cannot return to Somalia, where will they be forced to go? 
They will need to go north, to Greece. 

7.   
A. Article 14 of the Declaration states that everyone has a right to seek and 

enjoy in other countries asylum of persecution. What does asylum of 
persecution mean? 
Country protects people whose lives are in danger due to religion, political 
views, etc. 
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B. How do the medical conditions in Moria, Greece make it difficult for 
refugees to live in the town? 
The medical conditions are bad. According to the doctor for Doctors Without 
Borders, there are no operating rooms, no medication. She believes this is 
unacceptable since this is Greece. This is Europe who is supposed to be 
developed. 

C. Are these conditions done intentionally? Explain 
According to the doctor, yes because this is a way to stop refugees from 
going into the country. 
But people will still come because there is no other option. Their country is 
too dangerous to live in. 

D. How is this an infringement on the rights of the refugees? 
Their right to an adequate living is denied since there is no medical supplies and 
poor medical care. The camp is like a prison because the refugees are forced to 
stay tere. They can’t move farther north to seek better quality life and medical care. 

8.  
A. How does the Prime Minister of Hungary strike fear in the citizens? 

The PM stirs fear of the “other” saying that refugees are trying to take over their 
culture, culture and people. 

B. In 2018 how did the Prime Minister use his fear to restrict human rights? 
The PM made it a crime to help refugees. Names of those trying to help 
refugees/immigrants need to be documented and reported. 

Neighbours are turning on each other. 
C. What is Migration Aid? 

It Is an underground organization helping refugees. It’s the only humanitarian 
organization that offers aid to refugees. 

A. What is one right in the Declaration that Hungarians are losing? 
Peaceful assembly which is Article 20 of the Universal Declarion of Human Rights 

B. According to Canadian who runs the CEU school, why are Hungarians 
losing this right? 

Students from 120 countries are losing their rights because the government is planning 
to shut it down since it considers it a threat. The government thinks that they are too 
liberal. 
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C. Article 19 of the Declaration states people have freedom of the press. Why 
do you think reporters are a threat to a country to the point they are 
murdered or imprisoned? 
Reporters want to report the truth; they are opposed to governments. They 
jeopardize status quo. 
(Answers may vary) 

D. Why would a journalist put their life in danger? 
Journalists believe in informing people of what is happening; they believe in truth 
and democracy. 

10.  though China  the Declaration of Independence in 1948, it never honoured it. 
Explain why China has not respected it by referring to “universal control”,” zero 
privacy”, “collective human rights rather than individual rights”, “creating a strong 
middle class “. 

2.8 miilion people have no rights, mostly from China. UN cannot enforce human rights. 
Proseperous middle class doesn’t care about individual rights. They are already 
privileged. The collective philosophy works in their favour, so all laws, policies apply 
collectively. Individual rights would tip the balance of strong middle class. Control by 
government ensures that every obeys laws. There are cameras and AI to watch people 
and cameras will detect faces of those who break laws. There is no privacy with cameras 
and AI. There is no risk of rebellions or revolutions if people are controlled. Totalitarian 
control of people ensures obedience. 

11.   
A. For Canada’s Indigenous people, how does Canada’s human rights remain 

unfulfilled? Provide THREE specific examples. 
- poor water (water is dirty; cannot be drunk from a tap); poor housing 
- poor education- kids have to fly 450 kms to Thunder Bay to high school. They 
are separated from their family since they are far away; This is the closest school 
they can attend. Kids will live with family they never met. This is big risk because 
they don’t know the families. 9 out of 10 kids went missing due to living with 
families they don’t know. 
- poor medical care 

B. What are some consequences of these unfulfilled human rights? 
Suicide rate is high Depression 
Kids go missing; one student was found in a river 



  

 
 

   

 
 
In Search of Safety  

12.  Although many countries have signed the Declaration, changes don’t occur 
because of those signatures. According to Eleanor Roosevelt, real change can 
only occur when the changes are in the hearts of people. What did Roosevelt 
mean by this? 

People have to want to make changes. People need to be compassionate and 
empathetic without expecting anything in return. 

B. As a citizen of Canada and a citizen of the world, what changes can you 
make to make this world a better one? 

(Answers may vary) 
C. In reference to the problems Indigenous communities are facing, how does 

this quote apply: “Goodwill begins at home”? 
Doing good and providing help to people in your own country 

13.  are nonprofit organizations that help countries in need of financial, political or 
medical help. Wonderful volunteers invest their time months or years overseas to 
help people. Research what these NGOs do: 

A. Doctors Without Borders 
 

B. Care Canada 
 

C. Amnesty International 
(Answers may vary) 

14.   
A. “Justice is the sum of all moral duty”- William Godin 

Choose THREE rights from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that 
you consider to be very important to you. Explain, by using the above quote, 
how fulfilling your moral duty to these human rights would promote justice. 
For example, freedom of expression is important to you. Although you have 
a right to express your views, your moral duty is to express yourself in a 
manner that does not hurt another person because of their cultural, 
religious or political beliefs. 
(Answers may vary) 
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B. It is stated in the Article 1 of the Declaration that we should take care of 
each other in the spirit of “humanity”. Why would people and governments 
be opposed to helping people from other countries, such as refugees. 

C. Do you agree with Article 1 of the Declaration? 
(Answers may vary) 
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