
 
 

 

 
 
In Search of Safety 

This content includes real traumas and triumphs 
 of lived experiences of the communities studied;  

it is recommended that educators know the  
learners and the preparation they require  

prior to accessing the material. 
 

 

Teacher: Date: Period: Location: 

Course and section: 

Geography, Senior 
Social Sciences, History  

Unit: 

Lesson Title: Migration – Calais to England Number of periods: 
 
2-3 

Curriculum Overall Expectations 

 

Learning Goals 

• Students will analyze various graphs and charts to engage in discussions and draw 
meaningful inferences from the data.  

• Subsequently, using established criteria, students will design their own visual 
representation (e.g., graph, chart, or infographic) to illustrate key aspects of the 
US/Mexico refugee situation, utilizing information from the provided article synopsis and 
excerpt. 

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific 
Terminology 
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Instruction Strategies Assessment Strategies 
C-conversation O-observation P-Product 
F-formative S-summative 

Below is a synopsis of the migration through 
Europe. Educators and students can explore 
the reputable resources provided and discuss the 
migration and refugee history and situation 
from Calais, France to England. 
 
Accompanying the synopsis are maps and graphs.  
 

 

Time Lesson Sequence 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Getting Started 
 
Part 1 
 

• Teacher will read the synopsis of the Calais Migration (below) 
with students and then examine and discuss the three images 
provided in pairs/small groups/as a class. 

 
• Following the completion of the discussion, the class will 

determine criteria for creating a graphic. 
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Working on it 
Part 2 
 

• Students read Migration Crisis synopsis and “US Officials” 
article (below). 

• Students will further investigate the migration crisis at the US 
border. 

• They will find reliable and appropriate resources (CNN, CBC 
etc.) 

• Based on the criteria created by the class and teacher, 
student or group will create a graph of their choice (map, 
interactive map, infographic, timeline etc.) about the 
refugee/migration across the US/Mexico border. 

• Groups or students will peer-edit each other’s drafts, provide 
feedback based on the same criteria before submitting their 
final projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Consolidate & Reflect on it 
 
 

Universal Design 
Modifications (For all) 

Specified IEP Accommodations Resources 

   

Educator’s Lesson Reflections 

Modifications for other courses 
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Part 1 
Synopsis 

Calais, France sits just 20-miles across the English Channel from Dover, England. This is the 
narrowest point in the English Channel between Great Britain and the European mainland. 
Calais-Dover has practical significance as a major route in and out of Britain for people and 
goods. 
 
There has been a constant sprouting of refugee camps in Calais. 
 
The crisis grew during the ‘Arab Spring’ in 2011. Ongoing instability across its borders with the 
Middle East and North Africa as well as Sub-Saharan Africa and Afghanistan have contributed 
to Europe’s ‘migrant crisis’ reaching its peak in 2015. 
 
Many of these asylum seekers make their way up through Europe and to Calais on foot. This 
journey can take months. 

 
 
The teacher may choose to project the 3 following images, distribute electronically or print in 
colour for students to help in the discussion. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. What are the advantages of presenting information in graphic form? 
2. What are the disadvantages? 
3. Is written information more ‘valid’ than a graphic version of information? 
4. What are some important things to keep in mind when creating graphics? (clarity, 

fewer words used, colour, text boxes, importance of citing, how to cite on graphics 
etc.). 

 
Class and educator can make a list of criteria as they analyze the graphics below. 
 
These criteria will then be used and serve as an outline when students create their own 
graphics. 
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Images for discussion: 
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Part 2  
US Migration Crisis explained: What’s behind the border surge 
 
Synopsis:  
The Biden administration is cracking down on strategies to contain migration as unauthorized 
border crossings surge across the Southwest. The number of migrants apprehended in a 
single day by the U.S. Border Patrol approached an estimated 9,000. Rural areas of southern 
Arizona, including the greater Tucson region, as well as south Texas have seen large 
increases in migration.  
 
Border Patrol agents in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Wednesday "swiftly vetted and processed" 
about 2,500 migrants taken into custody at the border, according to U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection. The enforcement involved shutting down rail and vehicle traffic at multiple border 
crossings in the area.  
 
CPB officials resumed operations at the international railway bridge in Eagle Pass early 
Saturday, but only part of the bridge was reopened for vehicle processing, the agency said in 
a statement. 
 
“US officials describe ‘productive’ meeting with Mexico as Biden feels pressure over migrant 
crisis” 
 
Excerpt from article:  
Senior US officials held a “very productive meeting” with their Mexican counterparts 
Wednesday, Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas said, as Washington seeks 
help from Mexico City to drive down southern border crossings that have placed increasing 
pressure on President Joe Biden.  
 
“The regional challenge of migration requires regional solutions and we appreciate Mexico’s 
commitment to continue its efforts alongside us and with others,” Mayorkas wrote on X, 
formerly Twitter, following a bilateral meeting also attended by Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and White House Homeland Security adviser Liz Sherwood-Randall.  
 
Officials from both countries said the talks went well, though initial statements following the 
meeting were somewhat light on details.  
 
Full Article here:  https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/27/politics/blinken-mayorkas-mexico-border-
crossing-biden/index.html  
 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/27/politics/blinken-mayorkas-mexico-border-crossing-biden/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/27/politics/blinken-mayorkas-mexico-border-crossing-biden/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/27/politics/blinken-mayorkas-mexico-border-crossing-biden/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/27/politics/blinken-mayorkas-mexico-border-crossing-biden/index.html
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