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This content includes real traumas and triumphs
of lived experiences of the communities studied;
it is recommended that educators know the
learners and the preparation they require
prior to accessing the material.

Teacher: Date: Period: Location:

Course and section: Unit:
English, History,
Geography, World
Religion, World issues,
Psych/Soc/Anth, Media

Lesson Title: Reasons for Fleeing Number of periods: 2

Curriculum Overall Expectations

Learning Goals

o Explore the reasons why people become refugees.
o Develop perspective and empathy for other human beings.

e Engage in activities that promote the skills of discussion and opinion formation

Prior Knowledge Vocabulary & Specific
Terminology
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violence.

Refugees all have different experiences, but behind the statistics
there are real stories of why people have to flee their homes. Many
have experienced extreme situations and faced danger and

Instruction Strategies

Assessment Strategies
C-conversation O-observation P-Product
F-formative S-summative

Time

Lesson Sequence

Minds-On
Four Corners Activity

Label the four corners of your room the following:
e Strongly agree
e Agree
e Strongly disagree
e Disagree

Read the following statements and have students go to the
corner best matches their thoughts:
1. People flee their country because of the human rights
violations they have experienced or witnessed
2. The effects of climate change cause people to flee their
country
3. People leave their country due to fear of persecution because

of their gender identity and/or sexual orientation

In Search of Safety

< OSSTF/FEESO




@
common ‘f
=/ threads HUMAN

MOVEMENT

4. Natural disasters cause people to leave their country
5. One of the biggest factors for migration are the economic
challenges that affect individual in their country of origin

Analyze
e Divide the class into smaller groups and give each group a
copy of excerpts from Warsan Shire’s poem, Home.

no one leaves home unless

home is the mouth of a shark

you only run for the border

when you see the whole city running as well

you have to understand,
that no one puts their children in a boat
unless the water is safer than the land

Group discussion questions:
e What is this poem telling the reader about fleeing?
e What are some of the reasons someone would leave their
home and country in crisis?
¢ What are the risks of staying vs leaving?
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https://www.amnesty.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/home-by-warsan-shire.pdf
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Application

Watch: Climate Migration (PBS) 9:12 minutes

e What are the challenges faced by those who flee due to
climate change?

e Research: Compare and contrast the policies in countries
like Canada and the UK for individuals fleeing their home
country because of climate change?

e In the video, some suggestions were proposed to help
rectify the situation. Explain if you agree or disagree with
the proposed solutions or suggest other potential options.

e Watch: The Harsh Reality of Child Soldiers (2:32 minutes)
e Read: John and Bato's Story

e Explore the violations of International Humanitarian Law
with the recruitment of child soldiers.

o How does the fear of recruitment influence an
individual’s decision to leave their country of origin?

Consolidate & Reflect on it

Divide the class into 4 groups and assign one of the following
stories and examine the reasons an individual leaves their
home.

Refugees: Stories of Loss | Between Us (6:29 minutes)
We Had to Come by Boat

John and Bato's Story

Hiba's Story (CN: violent content)

Place students in new groups so there are at least 2-3
students from each of the story groups. Have the students
share the stories their group reviewed with the new group.
Students will share answers to the following questions in their
new groups:

o What are the reasons for fleeing in the stories?

o What have been the barriers to fleeing?

o Describe the risks faced by the individuals in the

stories.
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https://www.pbs.org/video/episode-4-kkrsgc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUeE12vXDs0
https://care4calais.org/news/john-and-batos-story/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0cauIRHJXU
https://care4calais.org/news/child-kurdish-refugee/
https://care4calais.org/news/john-and-batos-story/
https://care4calais.org/news/hibas-story/
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Universal Design Specified IEP Accommodations Resources
Modifications (For all)

Educator’s Lesson Reflections

Modifications for other courses
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