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Interview with Hameeda 
 
Clips of this interview have been transcribed to help students 
understand the dangers that asylum seekers encounter when fleeing 
their homeland. The clips also help students understand why asylum 
seekers leave their country.  
 
Hameeda describes her journey to Pakistan. She recalls at 6 years old 
the war that occurred in Afghanistan when the Taliban took over the 
country. She and her family fled to Pakistan. After one year, her father 
decided to return the family back to Afghanistan when peace finally 
settled. 
 
Hameeda married an Afghan-Canadian in 2006. In 2007, she had her 
first child. Eventually Hameeda made her way to Canada in 2008 with 
her 1 year old baby to be reunited with her husband.  
 
Hameeda was forced to end her schooling in Grade 9 in Afghanistan 
due to the Taliban government. She agreed to the arranged marriage 
because she aspired to have a better life for herself in Canada and 
pursue her dream as a doctor. Unfortunately, her dream did not come 
true since she was required to finish high school in Canada and  
improve her English first before going to university. Without family 
support in Canada and the responsibility of taking care of a newborn, 
Hameeda abandoned her dream of being a doctor.  
 
In Canada, Hameeda attended English classes and worked with the 
elderly for awhile. Later she went to Algonquin College to get her 
nursing degree. She had two more kids in Canada.  
 
4:19-5:55 
 
Interviewer: So before you left your country, um you had freedoms? You 
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had rights? 
 
Interviewee: um.. 
 
Interviewer:  Before these, you know, the religious group came into your 
country and imposed these laws, you had rights and freedoms? 
 
Interviewee: Um, for example, I’ll give you a good example. My sister ‘n law. 
She was like that. She was not wear hijab, and she was going to school, and 
she was working too. And for example, she can go with friends and family, go 
out at night. NObody said” Who are you and why you not wear hijab? “ They 
had their own freedom. They got educated. They are go to school . 
Unfortunately, after that, now if she go she will not recognize it’s the same 
country.The war start, right, and… 
 
Interviewer: So when you say that your sister had friends she could go out 
with, women… 
 
Interviewee: sister n’law 
 
Interviewer: sister n’law, so women are no longer allowed to leave the home 
without a male comp, a male companion, is that it? 
 
Interviewee: Um, maybe 15 years, no sorry, sorry, we talk about Taliban the 
first they were there. The female not allowed to go out without a male, they 
not allowed to work, they not allowed to study, and even if she go to out, you 
have to be with a male, a man. 
 
8:33- 19:04 

Interviewer: Can you share some of your experiences leaving your country 
and making your way here? Were there obstacles or were you at anytime in 
danger? 
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Interviewee: Oh, yeah, it's a dangerous thing. When as soon as you 
remember, it's like give you a shock, right? Because I was very young. I was 
very, very young and no.I, uh,as my mom, she said I just was born, my mom 
and she was in the hospital. When I was born, suddenly my mom she said, 
you know rocket is just hit in the hospital. A lot of people killed. A lot of 
people died and she… 
 
Interviewer 2: She remembers you were just born? 
 
Interviewee:  …when I just born, and my mom she was she say like, I was 
shocked because I thought I lose you. And then suddenly like, I couldn't see 
nothing. And then as soon as I see your dad, andI my dad, he was wounded 
in his arm too.They  shoot in his hand. And my hand, my dad, he was handed 
her name because it was broken, right. And he grabbed you and we run 
away. That's hospital we can then we take all this stuff, like as a money and 
we just moved to my village. And then when they to village and I was young, 
and we were like, as I remember, I remember even we were in the village. 
And when they when we were sitting at home and suddenly like all the village 
people was the woman and children were crying. Say come someone come 
down to the village. Everybody can kill. Let's go run to the mountain. We had 
like in Afghanistan, if you see the picture, there's a lot of mountains and 
everybody like trying to run away to go to the mountain hiding from those 
people. And then some people were hiding and some people like crying. 
 
Interviewer 2: Hameeda, do you remember this? 
 
Interviewee:  I remember, that I still I remember it.  
 
Interviewer 1: So how old were you? 
 
Interviewee: Maybe I was six, seven, maybe I just remember how old 
but I was very young. Yeah, I just remember those days like when like I 
was scared and I was like cry and especially like all the woman they are 
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trying to they are crying and we are children we hiding and doesn't you 
know what they mean? And the big stone and try to hide. Thanks God 
those days gone, right. But still when you remember those days, and I 
said now I said thanks god I don't have that experience with my 
children. Especially when it's war like that and you have children that 
time you what to do like not one, not two, not three. You have so many 
children. We try to find which one, right and we are sure to hide, but this 
is the reality. And I remember those days. And then the second, the 
second thing when I remember the Taliban just came attack in 
Afghanistan. And my dad he was in the army. And I think those people 
just heard the Taliban came if they found out any, any, anything like that 
prove you were in the government, they kill you right away. My dad she 
was in the government, and he had another picture with the, with the 
army right, with like a uniform and at night it was around 10 o'clock, I'm 
assuming. My dad came and said there was no way and let’s go. And 
my mom she wears hijab. The burqa that was covered the face. Yeah. 
And then she were and I remember I had one shoe. I couldn't find the 
second one. And it was dark, right? There is no electricity. We use those 
kinda like small candle, and we just I look for my shoes. I couldn't find it and 
we just sit in the car. And the car was so I smell bad. And we set and we 
move to try to run away in the middle of the night to go to Pakistan. And we 
just just lock the door and we just go on the border. The border is between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.  There's a Taliban is there. This is like real story. 
This is my experience that I can tell you. It was between the border. This side 
is Pakistan. This is the side of Afghanistan.  This is like villa, like the Taliban 
they control the car to see who is here. They figure it out. And then in we 
were in that big truck, like a bus, like six or seven family. We were all sitting 
together in. We were like little girls.  We don't know what's going on. Right? 
We had fun in the car. And then suddenly, like my dad, he say, in case if they 
are there, they say to come down. And then any of us pick up and you guys 
go and cry and then ask them please forgive us, and let them go. Suddenly I 
was worried that I hope they're not taking my dad because you know like 
when we learn little girl how much we love our dad, right? And I was like 
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thinking I hope there was nothing happening to my dad because one of the 
girls she was from the village I was born, and this girl just a week before they 
moved from that village one week before us, when she left then what 
happened in the same border? They say that this little girl she told me like 
you know what happened? My brother, because my mom she don't want my 
brother, my brother, my brother they cut the seat and so the car and he lie 
down, and my mom and other people sitting on that because we are a 
woman they are the Taliban not touched a woman and they're not allowed to 
see and then they sit in like a chair they make like a chair those big brother 
make a chair just only that and the driver sees in the plain car. As soon as 
the Taliban see the back all the woman and they take the powder from the 
window, from the car window and throw in the floor. And after that it's gone 
until now. They are gone. And after like two days, they come back, they have 
lost their dad. They don't know they kill or their life.  
Interviewer: Sorry, so, but your dad, they didn't take your dad? No, so where 
was your dad? He was also hiding? 

Interviewee: No  

Interviewer 2: I understand. You were telling the story of the girl in your 
village.  

Interviewee: Yeah 

Interviewer 2: So tell us what happened to you? 

Interviewee: And then when I remember they took help that and I was 
praying to God it's probably not my dad hopefully. My dad and I was, I was 
waiting to see what's going on. And then it was getting dark. And then the 
drivers say no, you're not allowed to go because there is another family. The 
Taliban, they take the guy right away there and kill him. Their eyes. And we 
we have to wait until the middle of the night. And then we were waiting in at 
night,  they weren't waiting until like it was twelve or midnight. And then there 
is little baby was crying a lot right? And we try to nobody can hear us. It's this 
little baby was crying a lot. And her father she tried to tell her mom  to do 
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something to not cry, right. Because the weather was hot and too many 
people in the, in the bus is the baby couldn't stop cry, and that time I don't 
think so there is a diaper or something like that to change her diaper like this. 
I don't know what's going on. The baby was crying. And this guy when I saw, 
was so angry at that baby, and just grabbed the baby in the car, smashed the 
car. And I thought oh, this gone is, maybe the baby is gone. Because she's 
not, the baby stop crying, doesn't stop crying. Then the tall, driver to try to 
start because I don't want the Taliban come in take us all and kill us. 
Because by this is wrong time because a lot of people behind it in the front of 
us they kill a lot to go today. We have to wait until tomorrow. And then what 
happened in the middle of the night, we just go around to see if we can find 
any hotel. Then we go finally found like a small hotel. As soon as we can in 
the hotel and we try to sleep and I look at the end the roof. And I see like a lot 
of like, you know when the cockroaches or this what they call the other one. 
Just bugs. So it's like it's dangerous bugs. And I was like so scared and I told 
my mom I said I can’t go to sleep here. Yeah. My mom because she was 
growing in the city. She was a girl who was in that city is, is scared of those 
things, right. When you're born in the village you will see every day those 
things, is become normal. My mom said no, I'm not going to sleep in this 
hotel. I'm going to sleep in the car and me and my mom we go to sleep in the 
car, and my dad he sleeps beside the car. And at night is gone like that. And 
tomorrow in the morning when we get up we go to the border now. Everyone 
is shaking. You know what I mean? What's going to happen next and we are 
so shaken, and the Taliban take everybody down and they have to see what 
they have with them, and good thing, nothing find out and then we moved to 
Pakistan. We live in Pakistan for one year.  

Interviewer 2: You made it to Pakistan? 

Interviewee: Yes we made it to Pakistan. We were in Pakistan and then as 
soon as we see our village is now become normal, nobody, nobody see any 
danger, we tried to come back because my dad, he doesn't like Pakistan 
because he said for my future kids not good place . 

 


