
 

Charles Daniels 

Title: Charles Daniels 

Subtitle: Historical Inquiry 

Duration: 4-5 classes 

Best Course(s) Fit: Law, History 

Central Historical Question: Should Canadian students learn about Charles Daniels? 
Why? Why not?  

 

Background Information 

In February of 1914, a Black porter named Charles Daniels went to the Sherman Grand 
Theatre and purchased a ground floor ticket to see the play King Lear by William 
Shakespeare. When Daniels arrived at the box office, he was refused entry because of 
his skin colour. Instead, the clerk offered him seats in the upper balcony - a place where 
Black people were allowed to sit in the theatre. Charles rejected this and hired a lawyer 
to pursue legal action. Surprisingly, Charles Daniels won the lawsuit. He was awarded 
$1,000. 

 

Task 
1. Read the documents. 
2. Respond to the questions in complete sentences. 
3. Answer the historical question, complete the graphic organizer, and write a 

paragraph 

  



 

Document A - Newspaper Article 

Excerpt adapted from : 
https://twitter.com/BashirMohamed/status/942549339355856896/photo/1 

 

 

CALGARY ****** KICKS UP FUSS  
Interesting developments are promised in the case of a Calgary negro who 
has hired a lawyer to take action against the Sherman Grand Theatre 
because the theatre management refused to admit him to a performance last 
week.  

It is printed on every ticket that the management reserves the right to refuse 
admissions to the holder. Negroes are not excluded from the theatre, 
provided they take the seats in the section of the house assigned to them.  

Numerous complaints were received from white people who occupied high 
priced seats that negroes were offensive to them.  

The manager maintains that it has the right to refuse to allow to enter the 
house at all if it so desires. A theatre is not a public place in the sense of a 
restaurant or clothing store or other place where absolutely necessary 
supplies are sold. People cannot live without food and clothing while they 
can get along without amusements. On this ground they reserve the right to 
bar people if they desire to do so.  

 

https://twitter.com/BashirMohamed/status/942549339355856896/photo/1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document B - Newspaper Article 

Source: https://www.sprawlalberta.com/calgarys-unknown-civil-rights-hero 

 

  

https://www.sprawlalberta.com/calgarys-unknown-civil-rights-hero


 

Document C - Examination for Discovery 

https://www.sprawlalberta.com/calgarys-unknown-civil-rights-hero 

 

https://www.sprawlalberta.com/calgarys-unknown-civil-rights-hero


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document C (part two) 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/charles-daniels-train-porter-racism-lawsuit-1.4826763 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/charles-daniels-train-porter-racism-lawsuit-1.4826763


 

Document D: Watch the video Secret Calgary: Kicking Up a Fuss 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLSxERRq8p0 

 

Questions 

Contextualization Questions 

1. Given these documents, do you agree or disagree with the following phrase, “Charles 
Daniels was a civil rights leader?” Explain your position. 

 

2. According to the sources, what did Charles Daniels do? 

 

3. What do these documents suggest about Charles Daniels? 

 

4. Why do you think Charles Daniels was refused admission? 

 

Close Reading Questions 

5. Choose one of the headlines. According to the headline, what happened?  

 

6. Notice the headlines. How does the information in the headlines affect you as you read 
them? 

 

7. What do the headlines reveal about the reality of life for Black people in Canada during 
this time period? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLSxERRq8p0


 

Documents What new information about 
race and racism in Canada 

does this document 
contain? Please use quotes 

from the source. 

What does this 
source suggest 
about Charles 

Daniels? 

How does this 
document challenge the 

narrative that Canada 
was “the promised land” 

for Black people? 
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Should Canadian Students Learn About Charles Daniels? Why? Why not? 

My position: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Give at least three reasons why Canadian students should or should not learn about Charles 
Daniels. You must use at least three sources to support your claim. After you complete the 
graphic organizer, write a paragraph. Your paragraph must include: 

 a topic sentence 
 3 details/examples and explanations 
 a conclusion sentence 

 

 

Source Evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Paragraph 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


