
 

The Voice of the Fugitive Newspaper 
 
Title: The Voice of the Fugitive Newspaper 
Subtitle: Historical Inquiry, Writing 
Duration: 3-5 classes 
Best Course(s) Fit: History, English, The History of a Canadian Ethnic Group, Business 
 

Background Information 

The Voice of the Fugitive, founded by Henry and Mary Bibb, was the first successful Black 
newspaper in Canada. It had a significant impact in the Detroit River region. The newspaper 
was published in Canada West from 1851 until 1854. 

Henry Bibb was born into slavery in 1815 in Kentucky. He escaped to freedom in Detroit, 
Michigan where he became involved in abolitionist activities. Mary Elizabeth Miles was a 
freeborn Black teacher from Rhode Island. The couple married in 1848 and after the passage of 
the Fugitive Slave Law in the United States, they migrated to Canada West where they became 
community leaders.  

 

 

 

 

Task: 
1. Read the five articles from the University of Detroit Mercy Black Abolitionist Archive. All five 
articles appeared in the Voice of the Fugitive newspaper. 

2. Answer the questions based on the articles. 

3. Historical Question: What was the purpose of the Voice of the Fugitive newspaper? 
Write a one-page response. You must use evidence from at least four documents to support 
your claim. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Bibb


 

Document A 

 



 

 

 



 

Document B 

 

Voice of the Fugitive, April 12, 1851 



 

Document C 



 

Document D 

 

 



 

Document E 

 

  



 

 

Questions 

 

  

1. When were these articles published? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are three things that the articles have in common? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do these articles suggest about what life was like for Black people living in the 
Windsor-Detroit region during this period? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Why do you think the editors published these articles? 

 

 

 

 



 

Document A 

1. What does this document suggest about enslavers and slavery? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this document suggest about how Black people were viewed in the United 
States? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. According to the author, what were the things that Black people in Canada needed most? 
Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Document B 

1. What does this document suggest about Mary E. Bibb? 

 

 

 

 

2. Why does the author feel that the United States should financially support schools for 
refugees from slavery in Canada? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does the author feel about educating refugees from slavery? 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Document C 

1. How does the author feel about slavery? How does the phrase “death is far more 
preferable to American slavery” capture those feelings?  

 

 

 

 

2. Based on this document, describe the state of affairs in Detroit. 

 

 

 

 

3. Why would this type of article have been necessary in 1851 in the Windsor-Detroit region?  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Document D 

1. Why would it have been necessary for the Refugee Home Society to purchase land for 
refugees from slavery? 

 

 

 

 

 

Document E 

1. What does this document suggest about how freedom-seekers felt upon arriving in 
Canada? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this document suggest about the skills of freedom-seekers? 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

What was the purpose of the Voice of the Fugitive newspaper? 

You must use evidence from at least four documents to support your claim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


