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The OSSTF/FEESO Provincial Executive is pleased 
to present the PE Liaison Report. Please distribute 
widely and direct questions to your PE Liaison.

AMPA 2026: Setting the Direction of Our Federation 

From the Provincial Executive

The 107th Annual Meeting of the Provincial Assembly (AMPA) brought OSSTF/FEESO representatives 
together in Toronto from March 13–16, 2026, providing members with an opportunity to debate, decide, and 
set the direction of our federation for the year ahead. 

AMPA is the federation’s highest decision making body, where member representatives come together to 
consider policy, approve priorities, and ensure OSSTF/FEESO continues to reflect the collective voice of its 
membership. This year’s meeting featured a keynote address from Jason Schilling of the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association (ATA), on key issues facing members as we head into bargaining, and important decisions that 
will guide the federation’s work moving forward. 

Delegates approved the federation’s budget, adopted the Strategic Action Plan (https://osstfupdate.
ca/2026/03/26/osstf-feeso-strategic-action-plan-2026-2029-summary/), and debated and passed 
resolutions that establish policy and direction for the coming year—ensuring OSSTF/FEESO remains strong, 
responsive, and member driven. 

On the Monday morning, Ontario’s education affiliates joined in a virtual action which connected OECTA’s 
Annual Meeting with OSSTF/FEESO’s. In a powerful act of solidarity, Presidents from each union addressed 
the crowd, with attendees holding signs in support of publicly funded education.

Students from across Ontario 
gathered at Queen’s Park on March 
24 for the Canadian Federation of 
Students’ Ontario rally, opposing 
OSAP changes and the 2% 
tuition increase, and demanding 
accessible, affordable post-
secondary education.

Relive key moments from AMPA by 

watching the AMPA highlights on 

Youtube.

Read OSSTF/FEESO Annual Report, available on the  OSSTF/FEESO’s website.

The Canadian Federation of Students’ (CFS) Rally

https://osstfupdate.ca/2026/03/26/osstf-feeso-strategic-action-plan-2026-2029-summary/
https://osstfupdate.ca/2026/03/26/osstf-feeso-strategic-action-plan-2026-2029-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26KHkgtW5Gk&list=PLyTBphkpJCiwX1ZCxG7Gt9x7fSuYohb0w
https://www.osstf.on.ca/en-CA/about-us/what-we-do/annual-report.aspx


2/6 • PE Liaison Report • April 2026

Legislative Observer Updates

From the Provincial Executive

Ontario’s Education Unions Call for an Early Start to Bargaining to Best Support Students 
and Families 

Education Forum: The Podcast, Episode 2 Coming Soon…

Budget 2026: Still Underfunding Public Education 

From student needs to working conditions, as we head into Bargaining,  
Episode 2 dives into the issues that matter most to OSSTF/FEESO  
members, shaped by the questions you submitted. Follow the campaign  
on our social media pages and visit www.underfunded.ca to catch the  
latest episode. 
 
Don’t forget to sign up for the campaign and more updates!   
So, what should we explore next? Share your ideas at podcast@osstf.ca

Following the provincial budget, it’s clear this government 
is still not addressing the real issues in our schools and 
on our campuses. 

While headlines point to supply cards for elementary 
teachers and limited post-secondary funding, our 
members know the reality: overcrowded classrooms, not 
enough teachers and education workers, and ongoing 
layoffs across public education, from pre-kindergarten to 
post-secondary. 

That’s why members across Ontario are saying it clearly, 
we are underfunded and over it. 

L’Association des enseignantes et des enseignants franco-
ontariens (AEFO), the Elementary Teachers’ Federation 
of Ontario (ETFO), the Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ 
Association (OECTA), Canadian Union of Public Employees - 
Ontario School Board Council of Unions (CUPE-OSBCU) and 
the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation (OSSTF/
FEESO), issued a joint statement on March 2, 2026,  calling 
on the Ford government and Minister of Education Paul 
Calandra to start the bargaining process as soon as possible, 
to best support students, families, teachers, and education 
workers. 

Minister Calandra has the authority to issue a regulation 
allowing bargaining to begin up to 180 days before the 
current agreements expire on August 31. Exercising this 

Collective Bargaining Updates

See the full joint statement here

Watch President  Martha Hradowy’s message

authority would allow discussions to begin 
as early as March and would demonstrate 
that the Minister shares our commitment to 
stability and student success. 

Ontario’s teachers and education workers 
are ready to go. We are united. And we are 
committed to championing the voices of 
parents, students, teachers, and education 
workers at the bargaining table.

With bargaining ahead, this is our moment to 
push for smaller class sizes, more staff, and 
real investment in public education. 

Read the The Canadian Centre for  
Policy Alternatives (CCPA) 2026 Ontario  

 Budget analysis here.

https://www.osstf.on.ca/news/ontario-s-education-unions-united-budget-underscores-need-for-early-bargaining.aspx
https://youtube.com/shorts/BaKcCU4qc0Y?si=5VUK2sXb-TY9mi9y
http://www.underfunded.ca
mailto:podcast%40osstf.ca?subject=
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/news-research/the-2026-ontario-budget-neglects-core-provincial-responsibilities/
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Sovereignty and Social Justice

Supporting Education and Families Across Ontario at Queen’s Park 

Equal Pay Day: April 14, 2026 

As the Legislature returned March 23, 2026, OSSTF/FEESO joined 
students, families, and allies at Queen’s Park for two major protests 
addressing urgent issues facing Ontario’s education and support 
systems. 

The Ontario Autism Coalition (OAC) hosted a protest on opening day 
at Queen’s Park where OSSTF/FEESO members stood with families 
demanding improved funding and support for children and youth with 
autism. OSSTF/FEESO President Martha Hradowy addressed the 
crowd, shaming the Ford government for cuts to autism and special 
education services that have left many families struggling to secure 
the resources their children need to thrive both academically and 
personally.  

On March 24, 2026, the Canadian Federation of Students (CFS) took 
over the lawn to demand the end to privatization, and to tell the Ford 
government to keep their hands off education, campuses and the 
Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP). OSSTF/FEESO Executive 
Officer Chris Chandler addressed the crowd alongside CFS and other 
education allies. Students, post-secondary workers, and supporters 
gathered to protest reductions to OSAP, highlighting the increased 
financial strain on post-secondary students and their families. 
These cuts limit access to education and have lasting effects on 
communities and Ontario’s future. Advocates are calling for education 
to be universally accessible, not restricted by financial barriers.  

April 14, 2026, marks the 50th Anniversary of Equal Pay Day, a powerful reminder that work towards equal 
pay continues. Each year, women across Ontario come together in collective action to address the gender 
pay gap. Equal Pay Day represents how far into the year the average woman must work to earn what the 
average man made by the end of the previous year, underscoring both progress and the gaps that remain. 
Members can follow the Equal Pay Coalition (https://equalpaycoalition.org/) to stay informed and connected 
to the 50th anniversary campaign.

Tuesday, April 14, 2026 Rally (Toronto): Leaders in child care, labour, and community 
organizations will share perspectives on the critical role accessible child care plays for 
workers and families.

https://equalpaycoalition.org/
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Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF/FCE) News and Updates:

Virtual Panel Discussion on Tuesday, April 14, 2026  
(Violence in Schools: Beyond Quick Fixes)

Sovereignty and Social Justice

Education workers are invited to join the Canadian Teachers’ Federation for a national virtual panel 
discussion, Violence in Schools: Beyond Quick Fixes, on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. (ET). This 
important, solution-focused dialogue will explore what violence in schools looks like, why it is increasing, 
and what is needed to create safer learning and working environments. Participants can submit questions in 
advance through the registration process.

The discussion will explore: 

•	 The social, emotional, and fiscal cost of 
violence 

•	 What governments are failing to address 

•	 Realistic steps that can be taken now 

•	 How we can strengthen public education 
for future generations

Register Now

Join Us in the Education Day of Action! 

On April 29, 2026, OSSTF/FEESO members across Ontario are invited 
to take part in a provincewide Education Day of Action, standing 
together to defend and strengthen public education. As we move into 
bargaining and face ongoing threats to publicly funded education 
from the Ford government, this day is a powerful opportunity to show 
collective strength and raise public awareness about the urgent need 
for increased investment in our schools, colleges, and universities. 

OSSTF/FEESO will be joining education workers from the Elementary 
Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO), L’Association des enseignantes 
et des enseignants franco-ontariens (AEFO), the Ontario English 
Catholic Teachers’ Association (OECTA), and the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees—Ontario School Board Council of Unions (CUPE-
OSBCU) in a united demonstration of solidarity, sending a clear 
message that Ontarians value a strong, wellfunded public education 
system from early learning through post-secondary education. 

Members are encouraged to participate in simple, visible actions 
on April 29, including wearing red and purple, taking part in 
school or worksite based activities, and sharing photos online 
using #Red4Ed and #EducationDayOfAction. Whether you are gathering 
with colleagues, engaging your community, or amplifying the message 
on social media, every action helps build momentum and power as we 
head into bargaining. 

TOGETHER FOR PUBLICLY FUNDED EDUCATION

TOGETHER FOR PUBLICLY FUNDED EDUCATION

https://www.ctf-fce.ca/events/violence-in-schools-beyond-quick-fixes/
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Highlights
Ontario Liberal Virtual Town Halls (Focus on the Education Sector) 
April 7 with MPP Tyler Watt on Post-Secondary Education – Register Here  
April 21 with MPP John Fraser on Education – Register Here

Protective Services Committee Regionals (1, 2, 3, 4, & 5): Thursday, April 16 to Friday, April 17, 2026

Protective Services Committee Conference: Thursday, April 30 to Friday, May 1, 2026 
 
Status of Women Regionals 
Region 5 – May 1 to May 2, 2026, and Region 1 – May 29 to May 30, 2026 
 
May Day: May 1, 2026 
 
Red Dress Day: May 5, 2026 
 
Education Week: May 4 to May 8, 2026

Education leaders from AEFO, ETFO, OECTA, and OSSTF/FEESO attended Queen’s Park on March 25 for The 
Power of Publicly Funded Education reception, highlighting the collective commitment to strengthening public 
education and building a more prosperous future for Ontario.  

Queen’s Park Reception

Member Engagement

OSSTF/FEESO members joined the Ontario Autism Coalition rally at Queen’s Park on March 23, marking 
the opening of the legislature in solidarity with community members, families, and students, demanding the 
prioritization of special education funding. 

Ontario Autism Coalition (OAC) Rally Photos

https://ontarioliberal.ca/events/olp-virtual-town-hall-on-post-secondary-education-with-mpp-tyler-watt/?emci=c8a8fcd6-a31c-f111-9a48-000d3a14b640&emdi=0550f762-c41c-f111-9a48-000d3a14b640&ceid=1307150
https://ontarioliberal.ca/events/townhall-on-education-with-mpps-john-fraser/
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Dates of Significance in April

OSSTF/FEESO Provincial social media graphics can be accessed using the hyperlinks below.

Click here to access the graphics.

April 2	 World Autism Awareness Day   

April 8	 International Day of Pink                                                 

April 14 	 Equal Pay Day                                                          

April 22	 Earth Day  / Administrative Professionals Day                                                     

April 23	 World Book and Copyright Day  

April 28 	 World Day of Safety and Health at Work/		
		  National Day of Mourning for Injured Workers                                                       

                                                                                                         

                                                                                                             

D/BU Memos Issued in March 

115	 March 2026 Provincial Executive Liaison Report (PELR) 

116 	 Protective Service Committee Conference 2026  

117	 OSSTF/FEESO Union Training Academy Spring Sessions 

118	 Artificial Intelligence : Opportunities and Challenges in Education  

119	 2026 Ontario Teachers’ Federation (OTF) Special Recognition Award 

120	 Cancellation of the Workers Health and Safety Centre Instructor Training Scholarship

121	 April 29, 2026, Education Day of Action

*Sign in within the members’ section of the website to access President and Local Executive targeted 
D/BU Memos. Access the All-Member D/BU Memos for March here.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/67rsm8akrslu5qv3optjk/ANWlXw88Ei9wzuMUK_3ZvqM?rlkey=9se1a5uk6mlixh2wbnc7oe9x8&st=xcgke578&dl=0
https://www.osstf.on.ca/en-CA/resource-centre/all-member-dbu-memos.aspx#march2026

