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overview
This lesson will help you to discover the how statistics can be used as development indicators to assess the 
well-being of a nation.

learning goal 
• To analyze and compare the measures of development in different regions around the world.
• To understand how statistics can help to improve the well-being of a nation.

success criteria
• Students will complete a chart of development indicators for three countries and analyze the results.

What is a development indicator?

Complete the chart below. 
Use your own powers of research, and an atlas to discover current values for each country.
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Inquiry question
•• How is development measured?

Statistic
How does the 

indicator relate to 
development?

Canada Norway Venezuela Global average

Population 
density

Birth rate

Death rate



unit four
global system choices

Statistic
How does the 

indicator relate to 
development?
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Urbanization
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Economic 
development 
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Reflection and analysis:
1.	How could a government use these statistics to improve the well-being of a nation? 			 

Give specific examples.

2.	Is there one statistic that you feel is more relevant or effective in measure development? 		
Justify your choice. Discuss with your group.

3.	As a group of two–three, examine the development indicators and consider how these would appear in a 
developing country like Ethiopia, Mongolia or Afghanistan.
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4.	In what ways could countries that are more well off use these statistics to help these regions?

5.	In what ways might these indicators change with the discovery and extraction of a large source of oil?

6.	Check your answer from #5 by researching the indicator value before Canada, Venezuela and Norway 
became an oil-producing country. What assumptions were correct and what assumptions were not? 	
Why do you think this is the case?
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