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Only one example of the work we do…work in progress



Common Threads is the name of our 
international solidarity program which 
researches a specific issue and develops 
curriculum materials for use in all 
Ontario English public secondary 
schools

It was created in 2001

Team travels in the summer and then 
spends the year designing new 
curriculum

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2 week trip in early August



Globalization
Sweatshops 
and the 
clothes we 
wear

• 2002 
Guatemala

From 
Canada to 
South 
Africa: 
Combating 
HIV/AIDS 
Together

• 2004 
South Africa

Tapped 
Out: 
The 
World 
Water 
Crisis

• 2006 
Bolivia

Hungry 
for 
Change:  
Food and 
Food 
Security

• 2008 
Brazil
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Sadhana was selected for the 4th project this past summer--Brazil
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Schools get the message out whatever way they can
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Kids are the same from kenora to cape town
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soweto
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Reflection time, especially difficult situations…aids orphans



Issue must resonate with Canadian students 
and have a development theme

Gaps exist within the current curriculum

We must find a suitable educational union 
overseas and a Canadian NGO to partner with

All proposals are brought to Provincial 
Executive for final decision

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Careful not to reinforce notion of “US and THEM”



Ads are placed 
in Update, on 
our website 

and a memo is 
sent out 

soliciting 
volunteers to 
apply for the 

common 
threads team

Applications 
have been 

received from 
every district 

and are 
reflective of the 

members

Approximately 
80-100 

interested 
members apply 

each time
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How do we find a team of 6 from 50,000 members (TBU, ESS, PSSP)



Members must be in 
good standing

Interested or 
experienced in 
international 
development 

projects

Demonstrate 
curriculum writing 

skills

Willingness to 
volunteer for all 
aspects of the 

project (orientation, 
travel, production, 

training)

Skills in 
photography, 

audio/visual, editing 

Fluency in the 
language of host 

country
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Not every member has every quality or skill-But the TEAM does.
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Why don’t we just design curriculum in Ontario?
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Of people in developing coutries struggling to overcome adversity—great learning experience for Canadians (that solutions can be found)
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Team members are active in interviewing students/parents in an Aids after school program
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Human rights activists monitoring a ceasefire in Guatemala
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Campesinos who led the fight against water privatization in Bolivia
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Garment worker organizers—david montero gonzales disappeared
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Indigenous chiefs in a village
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Some site seeing as we travel to our next visit
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Not a luxury tour.  Shopping in local markets
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Areas to avoid
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Classrooms to visit
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Indigenous villages
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Highlite of ct 3
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Ct4 highlite was meeting mayor of belo horizonte, 3rd largest city in Brazil



Lesson plans contain activities which use 
a variety of teaching techniques

Black line masters included

Additional readings and learning 
strategies 

Assessment rubrics

Multi media in nature

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We think we have a formula that works…role plays, small group work, debates and a 20 minute movie as part of the mateiral



Since 2003, we have received 3 grants through 
the Global Classroom Initiative

They range from $24-$38,000

Allows us to gain exposure with the federal 
development agency

Allows for production of 1,000 copies

Adds credibility to our work
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We have moved away from binders and printing and moved toward cd-rom; dvd and produced 4000 copies of tapped out (all available on line)



CT1 allowed us to 
develop 

relationships with 
the Maquilla

Solidarity Network 
and the Sindicato
de Trabajadoras de 

la Educacion de 
Guatemala (STEG) CT2 strengthened 

our relationship 
with the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation 

and the  South 
African Democratic 

Teachers Union 
(SADTU)

CT3 established a 
new partnership 
with the Polaris 
Institute and the 
Confederacion de 
Trabajadores de 

Educacion Urbana 
de Bolivia (CTEUB)

CT4 established 
new partnerships 
with Food Share 
Canada and the 

Centre for Studies 
in Food Security at  
Ryerson University
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International solidarity means real partnerships—exchanges and material shared with partners
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Important but stiff shots of executives—formalizes a parnership
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New friends…david mbetse was at summer leadership
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Certificates at our union training school
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Graduating class of october 2008, Union training school in Bolivia (5 year cida grant)
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New friends in the Brazilian teachers union





• Members will agree to volunteer and stay 
involved throughout the design and training 
period

• Strengthened their new connection to 
Federation

• It is an excellent example of knowledge 
creation

• Program is inclusive of all members,--
teachers; support staff and professionals

• Issues have international and Canadian links 
for students

• Has raised the profile of OSSTF/FEESO 
Nationally and Internationally with our sister 
education unions
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Members with less than 1 year and more than 30 years in federation have applied and some been selected



Received two 
awards from the 

Canadian 
Education Press 

Association

Nominated for a 
Special 

Recognition 
Award from the 

Canadian Council 
on Learning

Has been featured 
in the Teacher's 

Zone of the CIDA 
website

Featured in the 
World Teacher's 
Day supplement 

of  the 
Toronto Star 

(October 2, 2008)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not to overstate it but the members have done excellent work…end on this note.
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